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Business, Exchange Operations Slow 
Down in Paraguay; Budget Approved 


Business and exchange transactions slowed down in Paraguay 


during March. 


The eash shortage apparent in February continued in March, 
despite a slight rise in the amount of money in circulation, and the ex- 
change house guarani rate dropped from 65 to 66.75 per dollar. 


The Government budget for the 
period March 31 to December 31, 1954, 
was approved at 706 million guaranies. 
The largest appropriations were for: 
Defense, 35 percent; Interior (police), 
15 percent; Public Debt, 13 percent; 
Education, 13 percent; and Public 
Works, 6 percent. 

The budget bill, which is calculated 
on the basis of a slight deficit, provides 
for pay raises of 80 to 100 percent for 
teachers and. of 40 percent for gov- 
ernment employees. Industrial workers 
also requested wage increases follow- 
ing announcement of the budget. Plans 
are to put the Government accounting 
period on a calendar basis at the end 
of the current fiscal period. 

The Central Bank was authorized to 
purchase any unsold surpluses of price- 
fixed agricultural products during the 
current harvest. Because of various 
crop failures, however, such purchases 
are not expected to increase substan- 
tially the amount of money in circula- 
tion. 


Government To Aid Firms 


The Minister of Finance was author- 
ized to participate as a Government 
agent, by a decree-law of March 25, as 
a stockholder and member of the board 
of directors, in private firms of an in- 
dustrial, forestal, livestock, or agricul- 
tural character which produce goods 
essential to the national economy. The 
Government’s participation would be 
limited to firms which, because of finan- 
cial difficulties, could not continue in 
operation without financial assistance 
from the Government. 


The Argentine-Paraguayan Economic 
Commission's first meeting, which took 
place in Buenos Aires in late February, 
extended the season for Paraguayan 
fruit exports to Argentina and in- 
creased the quantities of Paraguayan 
pineapples, grapefruit, and tobacco that 
Argentina will purchase under the trade 
arrangement terms. Because of the 
burlap-bag shortage, Paraguay was be- 
hind the agreement schedule in yerba 





mate exports. However, arrangements 
were made for an Argentine loan of 
50,000 bags. Paraguay also was consid- 
erably behind schedule in log exports 
and slightly behind in vegetable-oil ex- 
ports. 

A new domestic passenger airline, 
Transportes Aereas Nacionales (TAN) 
started operations in March using Par- 
aguayan Air Force pilots and a DC-3 
owned by the Paraguayan Government. 
The new line will provide twice-weekly 
service from Asuncion to Pedro Juan 
Caballero via Concepcion and weekly 
service to Filadelfia via Concepcion. 

The other domestic airline, Lineas 
Aereas de Transportes Nacionales, 
(LATN), formerly a mixed corporation, 
was nationalized by an executive decree 
of March 25. LATN, an autonomous 
entity for the time being, was: given 
a 2-year exclusive passenger franchise 
for all internal routes except those 
served by international carriers. The 
fact that TAN continues to operate 
despite LATN’s franchise, lends cre- 
dence to reports that it will be absorbed 
by the latter. 

LATN is constructing a new hangar 
at its Asuncion base and has announced 
its intention of purchasing new planes. 
When these are received, plans call 
for LATN service to Capitan Bado and 
Hernandarias, both on the Brazilian 
Border.—Emb., Asuncion. 





Development Board of Iraq 
Awards Drainage Contract 


The contract for construction of the 
outfall drain and main north and south 
drains of the Mussaib drainage project 
in Iraq has been awarded by the De- 
velopment Board of Iraq to a French 
firm, Societe Anonyme Ossude, for 
795,865 Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar= 
US$2.80 par value). The work is to be 
completed in 30 months. 

The invitation to bid on this project 
was announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 18, 1954, page 10. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of worl 
trade—ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations 
—is quickly and directly available 
to businessmen in their own cities 
or localities through the 33 
Offices of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers of the United §$ 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current information ang 
publications sent to them 
from Washington, they are welj 
equipped to serve world traders in 
their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur 
nished with Department of Commerce 
publications, reference material, and 
other information, for use by 
businessmen, 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. 8. Courthouse 
Atlanta 3, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh && 


Bldg. 
Boston 7 Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Se 
Jasper Bidg., West End Broad 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 755 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave, 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El pase. Tex., Chamber of Commer 
g. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bld 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office 
Les Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 36 NE. First St. 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
New York 13, N. Ys 346 Broadway. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 717 Liberty Ave. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 400 E. Main St. 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Tem 
San Francisco 2, Calif., 870 Market St 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse ail 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book 
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Slowdown Considered Temporary 








Canadian Business in Slight Dovetiean 


Canadian business volume has been good this year but in some 


categories less ample than in 1953. 


Because seasonal contraction is normal in the early months of the 
, the importance of the decline has been more than ordinarily open 


to question. The prevailing view is 
and the result of inventory adjustments 
which reflected the advent of more 
gmpetitive trade conditions. Indica- 
tins were that the economy had not 
been widely or seriously affected. 


The chief symptom of the situation 
was unemployment, which became a 
national issue for the first time in 
years. Estimates of the number out 
of work vary widely, but it is generally 
agreed that the increase—the greatest 
in volume since 1939—was somewhat 
geater than could be accounted for 
seasonally. A week-long debate over 
the problem in Parliament in mid-Feb- 
ruary indicates the extent of concern. 
The opposition called for antideflation- 
ay measures, but the Government did 
not ,pelieve that there was reason for 
taking special measures. 

While admitting that adjustments are 
in progress, official estimates of the 
economic outlook continue on the 
optimistic side. The Trade and Com- 
merce Minister, in his annual invest- 
ment estimate, predicted a capital out- 
lay in 1954 of C$5.8 billion, about 3 per- 
cent greater than the record investment 
level of 1953. ‘The Finance Minister 
stated in his April 6 speech that most 
of the elements which supported the 
growth of the national product in 1953 
were still present and that it was be- 
lieved the forces of long-term expan- 
tion would soon reassert themselves. 

The revenue forecast for the fiscal 
year which began April 1 was based on 
the expectation that economic activity 
in the second half of the year will show 
a upswing which will more than com- 
pensate for first-half declines. Budget 
changes were mild, reflecting the Gov- 
etmment’s view that the economy is 
about in balance. 

Government spending for defense and 
general purposes will continue large 
and on about the same scale as in 1953- 
4. Tax cuts were minor and concen- 
trated in excises on electrical appli- 
ances, jewelry, and a variety of other 
consumer goods. 


Indexes Recover From Declines 


Many of the business indexes bear 
out the Government's estimate of im- 
provement in recent months after early 
substantial declines. Carloadings, down 
10 percent for the year to April 1, were 

r in the last 10 days of March 
in the corresponding period of 
last year. The dollar value & whole- 
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that the slowdown was temporary 





sale sales was 2 percent higher in Feb- 
ruary than in that month of last year, 
after a January decline of 5 percent in 
the year-to-year comparison. 


Retail sales, which were down 4 per- 
cent from January 1953, were only one- 
tenth of 1 percent lower in February 
than in February last year; durable 
goods sales, including automobiles and 
appliances, continued below 1953 levels, 
but many other consumer lines were 
higher. Department-store sales for the 
month were 4 percent higher than in 
February last year, and in more recent 
weeks ,they are reported to have main- 
tained” a lead over last year. 


Price stability also contributed to 
optimism in the first quarter. Although 
prices were considerably below last 
year’s level, the decline in industrial 
goods since the beginning of the year 
was only fractional while farm products 
rose slightly. The cost of living, as rep- 
resented by the consumer price index, 
stood at 115.5 percent of the 1949 base 
at the beginning of March as com- 
pared with 114.8 percent on the cor- 
responding date last year. 


Foreign-Trade Returns Improve 


March returns for foreign trade also 
improved notably over January and 
February. Exports, including reex- 
ports, are estimated at C$321.2 mil- 
lion for the month, up from C$279.8 
million in February and C$265.4 mil- 
lion in January and compared with 
C$313 million for March 1953. First- 
quarter exports on this basis were 
down a total of only 5 percent, a reas- 
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suring development considering the 18- 
percent drop in January and the anxi- 
ety that has been felt over slower 
wheat demand this year. 


Commodity imports for the month 
had an estimated value of C$353.4 mil- 
lion as compared with C$360.1 million 
in March last year, and for the 3 
months a value of C$926.2 million as 
compared with C$998 million in the 
first quarter of 1953. The import de- 
cline for the quarter was thus about 
7 percent, somewhat greater than the 
export decline. March export and im- 
port trade with the United States was 
almost unchanged from last year. 


Internally, the outstanding industrial 
weak spot continued to be textiles, the 
country’s largest labor employer, which 
had shut down some of its producing 
units and was working short time, The 
cotton section of the industry reported 
January activity at the lowest_level in 
15 years. Purchases of raw cotton ac- 
cordingly were very low. 


+The industry attributes its difficul- 
ties to import competition and claims 
it is now supplying only 55 percent of 
Canadian cotton consumption as com- 
pared with 75 percent in prewar years. 
It is agitating for increased protection 
in addition to that afforded by the 
December revision of the Customs Act. 


Farm implements also have been ex- 
perienting severe slack as the result 
of a saturated market. Some recent 
improvement has been noted with the 
development of replacement orders. 
Smaller degrees of contraction were 
reported in some other lines, including 
metal mining, except nickel, and the 
primary steel industry. February 1954 
steel output was 12 percent lower than 
in February 1953. 


Housing Program Pushed 

The current session of Parliament 
has had a heavy program, the more im- 
portant items including legislation to 
stimulate housing construction, partic- 
ularly in the low-cost brackets. Hous- 
ing construction has been gaining .in 
importance as a motive force in the 
Canadian economy in the postwar years, 
in part because of the rapid population 
increase and in part because of the 
advance in incomes and the standard of 
living. The demand backlog assumes 
increased significance as activity in 
other sectors of the economy tends to 
diminish. 

The new National Housing Act which 
was passed in March and placed imme- 
diately in operation extends the Gov- 
ernment’s financing of mortgages, 
reduces down payments, and raises the 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Mexican Prices Stable in First Quarter 


The substantial degree of price stability achieved by Mexico in 1953 
carried over through the first quarter of 1954, as the Government 
sought to bolster the purchasing power of the working classes. 

Although the number of persons with high or medium incomes has 


increased, the Ministry of Economy’s study revealed that the income 


of more than 25 percent of families in 
the Federal District is below 300 pesos, 
or US$34.88, per month, while 5 per- 
cent live on a monthly income of only 
100 pesos, US$11.63. 

Businessmen appreciate that such low 
incomes do not provide potential cus- 
tomers for most of their wares, but 
industrialists claim that they are unable 





This article is based on a foreign 
service report prepared before the peso 
was devalued from 8.65 to 12.50 to the 
dollar effective April 19 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Apr. 26, 1954, p. 5). 


to increase wages further unless there 
is a compensatory increase in pro- 
ductivity. 

The peso-dollar rate fluctuated mildly 
between” 8.6015 and 8.615s during the 
first quarter. However, 90-day dollar 
futures rose from 8.66 to 8.74, indicat- 
ing a certain lack of conviction about 
the strength of the peso as summer 
approaches. 

The Nacional Financiera floated in 
February an issue of participation 
certificates amounting to 50 million 
pesos. The notes are of 10-year 
maturity, bearing 6142-percent interest 
annually. 





Arbitration Commission Formed 

A group to study simplification of the 
tax and fiscal relations between the 
States and the Federal Government was 
created by the Minister of Finance 
under the powers of the Law of Fiscal 
Coordination. The new body will be 
known as the National Arbitration 
Commission which the Minister viewed 
as “a new force to consolidate the 
economic unity of the country... .” 

Property revaluation in the Federal 
District proceeded during the quarter, 
despite the strong opinion of real-estate 
interests and industry representatives 
that manufacturing costs would increase 
sharply as a result of the program. 
Construction interests declared the new 
rates have already caused indefinite 
postponement of much new building in 
the district. The Government remained 
firm, however, alleging that the action 
is justified by the increasingly heavy 
burden of urban services and by the 
need for costly measures to meet the 
danger to property values from the 
sinking of the city. ' 

Production in some of the larger 
steel mills improved slightly, as the 
demand for plates, sheets, strip, and 
tinplate held up well. Lower prices for 
reinforcing bars, the bread and butter 


4 


of the smaller mills, was bringing pres- 
sure on the latter, which cannot operate 
at a profit when quotations for bars 
fall below 1,100 pesos per metric ton. 
Demand for-structurals also was weak. 
Although improvement is looked for in 
this industry, an additional blast furnace 
which is being erected by Altos Hornos 
at its Monclova plant will raise the 
overall capacity even further above 
demand. 

Improved demand for locally as- 
sembled motor vehicles was _ evident 
during the quarter, but increased pro- 
duction was stymied by the Govern- 
ment’s import quota restrictions on 
knocked-down units. 


Textile Industry Picks Up 

The textile industry also picked up 
slightly after several months of low 
demand and overproduction. This sit- 
uation was aided by a lightening of 
inventories and a report that cotton- 
textile exports increased considerably 
during February and March. Cotton- 
textile interests were among the hard- 
est hit by the slowdown in 1953, but 
during the first quarter of 1954 the 
oppressive inventory situation was 
eased by an_ estimated - 15-percent 
decrease in unsold stocks at the mills. 
Many new orders for textile machinery 
testified to this improyement, dealers 
in this line reporting more activity than 
at any other time during the past 2 
years. 

Drug and pharmaceutical sales were 
believed to be better than in any other 
industry during the quarter, and 
demand for edible oils improved. 

Construction-machinery dealers re- 
ported a higher business volume than 
during any quarter of 1953 as con- 
tractors began to place orders in prep- 
aration for awards under expected 
resumption of Government activity in 
1954. ~ 

Household. electrical appliances, pro- 
duction of which was below that of the 
preceding quarter, did not seem to 
participate in this general betterment 
of conditions. This reaction, however, 
is viewed as normal following the ac- 
celerated Christmas holiday demands. 
Cement production also was below 
fourth-quarter figures, reflecting the 
reduced activity in Government con- 
struction work. 

No important new developments took 
place in Mexico’s mining industry dur- 
ing the quarter. Coal and iron pro- 
duction apparently was adequate for 
curtailed steel-making operations, and 


base-metal, silver, and gold output was 
unchanged. 
The Mexican 


Gulf Sulphur Co.'s 


. Frasch process plant at San Cristobal, 


Veracruz, failed to start delivery o 
sulfur. It had been anticipated tha 
production would begin to appear 
the market by the beginning of the 
year. 


No new oilfields were brought jp 
during the quarter, although drilling 
operations continued, particularly jp 


the area adjacent to the border in the 
northeast. In this latter region, epp. 
tinued drilling caused an upward rey. 
sion of natural gas reserves, and Pet. 
roleos Mexicanos announced its inten. 
tion to negotiate with U. S. interest 
for export of a portion of this field's 
gas production. Domestic users were 
assured that such exports would not 
prejudice their needs. 

Harvesting was begun in central and 
northern Mexico of what promised to 
be a year’s record wheat crop, possibly 
in excess of 700,000 metric tons, o 
25,720,590 bushels, compared with a 
total of 650,000 metric tons, or 23) " 
405 bushels, from the 1952-53 crop, 

Cotton, too, showed indications of a 
new record level at 1,375,000 bales 
helped by added irrigation and more 
soil water available than last year, 
Holdover stocks of the 1953 crop of 
1,190,000 bales are reported to be well 
cleared out. 

The coffee situation was about the 
same, only some 200,000 bags of @ 
kilograms each being left for export, 
and further shipments were suspended 
by the Ministry of Economy until pre 
vision for domestic requirements was 
assured. 

Livestock conditions continued to be 
unfavorable, especially in the northem 
States, where extreme drought and lack 
of an export market for live cattle have 
seriously affected the whole region, An 
export shipment of 2,500 head through 
Guaymas to Peru is said to have opened 
up possibilities of selling 50,000 head it 
all there this year. The Government 
has taken cognizance of the livestock 
growers’ plight by decreeing a 50-per 
cent freight reduction on feed to th 
growers and on shipments of live cattle 
to Mexico City, as well as a 70-percent 
reduction on the cost of moving animals 
to better pasture areas. 

Railroads Improve Slowly 

Rehabilitation of the principal rait 
roads of the country was slow. A # 
called “stop-gap” credit from Na 
Financiera permitted the Pacific Rai 
way to continue its track-impro 
program. The Government allocated 
million pesos to the Ferrocarril Sureste 
for general maintenance, and 3 million 
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to the Yucatan Railways to begin 
changing it to standard gage. 

Fewer collective bargaining contracts 
were negotiated in the first quarter, 
Only two major contract settlements 
were effected. One, in the Federal 
District, involved about 4,000 employees 
of 16 printing establishments and the 
other, some 8,000 workers of the 
Mexican Light & Power Co, Both cases 
were settled on the basis of a 15-per- 
cent wage increase and additional fringe 
penefits. A layoff of 300 of the 1,100 
employees of a large smelting plant at 
Chihuahua was avoided when a satis- 
factory formula was worked out by the 
Mexican Labor Department and man- 
agement. 

Serious consideration was given to 
the chronic problem of a rapidly grow- 
ing labor force. Mexican members of 
the Mexican-American Committee of 
Businessmen observed that by 1960 the 
nation would need 2.3 million additional 
jobs in industry, apart from agriculture, 
to meet the unemployment problem. 


U. S. Meets Competition 


The United States continued to hold 
a preponderant position in Mexico's 
foreign trade during the quarter. How- 
ever, its position is being challenged by 
both Europe and Asia. Germany is 
making a strong bid for larger partic- 
ipation in Mexico’s trade. 

An exposition known as Germany and 
Its Industry was held in Mexico City 
in March; impartial observers rated it 
as most impressive. Up to 20,000 per- 
sons a day visited the show, where the 
products of some 500 German firms were 
on display. Of special appeal to Mexican 
businessmen were the German Minister’s 
offer of 4-year credit terms to buyers 
and his statement that German indus- 
trialists intend to purchase Mexican 
products in the _ greatest possible 
quantity. 

The Japanese Embassy announced 
that negotiations were being carried orf 
to con¢lude a trade pact. It was also 
stated that joint Mexican-Japanese 
capital would finance construction of 
several industrial plants in Mexico. 

Meanwhile, representatives of the 
Confederation of National Chambers of 
Commerce were reported to be in 
Europe developing new or closer trade 
contacts. 

Conditions in the manufacturing 
industry are expected to remain spotty 
during the second quarter. Agricultural 
prospects are favorable, and large if not 
record crops are anticipated for cotton, 
coffee, cane, and wheat. Weak spots 
are seen in the meat and henequen fiber 
industries. 

Petroleum and gas production are 
likely to hold up well, provided foreign 
outlets are available at reasonable price 
levels. General sales outlook is good 
for construction, industrial, and other 
Machinery and equipment, although the 

percent increase in import duties 
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Initial Loan Granted 
By IBRD to Norway 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has made its 
first loan, of $25 million, to Norway to 
help carry forward economic develop- 


ment. The expansion of Norway’s mer- 
chant fleet is one of the most important 
parts of this development, and the loan 
will make available part of the foreign 
exchange needed for the purchase of 
merchant ships being built in foreign 
shipyards. 


The loan is for a term-of 20 years and 
bears interest of 4% percent annually, 
including the statutory 1-percent com- 
mission which is allocated to the bank’s 
special reserve. Amortization will begin 
in October 1957. 


Two VU. S. commercial banks have 
entered into agreements with the Inter- 
national Bank to purchase, without the 
International Bank’s guaranty, $2,016,- 
000 of the early maturities of the loan. 
The Bank of America will purchase 
$1,512,000 and the Philadelphia National 
Bank $504,000 of the first four matur- 
ities of the loan falling due semiannually 
from October 15, 1957, through April 15, 
1959. 


Investment Program Laid Down 


The Norwegian Government has laid 
down the main directions of its eco- 
nomic policy for the next few years in 
the form of an investment program cov- 
ering the period 1954 to 1957. Its gen- 
eral aim is to maintain a high employ- 
ment level and to raise living standards 
further by increasing both agricultural 
and industrial output. Since the Nor- 
wegian economy is based primarily on 
private enterprise, this program repre- 
sents more an indication of general ob- 
jectives than a plan to be followed in 
detail. 

Particular emphasis is being laid 
upon export industries, which account 
for more than one-third of the coun- 
try’s total production, and upon ship- 
ping, which is one of Norway’s major 
sources of foreign exchange earnings. 

During 1954 more than one-fifth of 
total Norwegian investment will be in 
shipping. In general, Norwegian ship- 
owners have sufficient resources and 
credit in their own currency to finance 
this expansion. For the Norwegian econ- 
omy as a whole, however, the payments 
to be made abroad for ships being built 
in foreign yards impose a heavy burden. 

Largely as a result of these payments, 
Norway will need additional amounts 
of foreign exchange estimated at the 
equivalent of $52 million in 1954. The 
bank’s loan will cover $25 million of this 
amount; the remainder will come from 
Norway’s own resources or from further 
foreign borrowing. 
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Gold Coast Encourages 
Private Investment 


Opportunities for many new indus- 
tries exist in the Gold Coast, and the 
Government’s policy is to encourage 
actively the entry and investment of 
foreign capital, the Gold Coast’s Prime 
Minister stated in the Legislative As- 
sembly on March 1. In accordance with 
this policy, no restrictions are placed on 
the repatriation of nonsterling capital 
or on remittances of accrued profits. 

Although the Government has reserve 
funds at its disposal and would be 
willing to participate with private 
capital in large-scale enterprises, it 
would generally consider such participa- 
tion only at the request of the private 
investors, the Prime Minister indicated. 
However, some cases niay arise “in 
which Government participation would 
be calculated to serve the national in- 
terest, and the Government must re- 
serve to itself the right to insist on 
partnership in such future enterprises.” 

Any type of new industry is oper to 
foreign investment with the exception 
of public utilities, such as railway, 
municipal bus, electricity, water, and 
telephone services. Other than these 
activities, which are already national- 
ized, the Government has no plans for 
nationalizing industry, nor does it en- 
visage doing so in the future. 

_ “Nevertheless,” the Prime Minister 
observed, “in order to insure that if the 
nationalization of a particular industry 
were to be considered essential by a 
successor Government in the national 
interest, there should be suitable means 
for guaranteeing fair compensation, and 
the Government intends to request the 
United Kingdom Government to incor- 
porate in the [Gold Coast] Constitution 
appropriate provision for this pur- 
pose. . . . There should be no doubt 
left in the minds of foreign enterprises 
that the Gold Coast is prepared not only 
to encourage the entry and investment 
of foreign capital but also to insure 
that the interest of investors will be 
adequately safeguarded.” 


Native Employees Trained 

The Government, he stressed,. places 
the greatest emphasis on the policy of 
training African employees for eventual 
employment in senior technical, profes- 
sional, and managerial positions in both 
public and private enterprise. No speci- 
fic numbers or percentages of Africans 
to be employed in any type of industry 
have been designated. However, “the 
degree of warmth with which any en- 
terprise is welcomed will be conditioned 
by the arrangements proposed for the 
employment, training, and promotion of 
Africans.” At the same time, the criter- 
ion of “industrial efficiency” is recog- 
nized and will be considered. 

The establishment of new industries, 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Bumper Coffee Crop, Higher Prices 
Bring General Prosperity in Haiti 


Haiti’s bumper coffee crop and high coffee prices are contributing 
to general prosperity in the country, as reflected by the Government’s 


higher fiscal receipts. 


March fiscal receipts amounted to 16.9 million gourdes compared 
with 12.6 million gourdes in February (1 gourde—US$0.20), and an 


even greater rise might have been reg- 
istered if the New York shipping strike 
—which probably caused some reduc- 
tion in the import volurne—had not oc- 
curred. Customs receipts on imports 
and exports amounted to 13.8 million 
gourdes in March compared with 89 
million gourdes in February. 


Total revenues from the beginning of 
the fiscal year—October 1953—through 
March 1954 amounted to 82.1 million 
gourdes as compared with 79.2 million 
gourdes in the like period of 1952-53. 
Customs receipts for the period Octo- 
ber 1953 through March 1954 amounted 
to 61.4 million gourdes as compared 
with 56.3 million gourdes in the like 
period of the preceding year. Though 
customs receipts were larger by al- 
most 5 million gourdes, total revenues 
were only 3 million gourdes above col- 
lections for the corresponding period 
last year, and revenues from internal 
taxes were some 2 million gourdes be- 
low the preceding year. 

The full effects of the bumper coffee 
crop and high prices have not yet ap- 
peared in the Government accounts, 
and it is possible that the year-end col- 
lections of internal taxes will exceed 
those in the preceding year. Imports, 
considerably below the corresponding 
period of the preceding year, are ex- 
pected to show an increase when in- 
comes generated by the coffee crop are 
spent. 


Expenditures Decline 


Expenditures for the first 4 months 
of the fiscal year anfounted to 53.5 mil- 
lion gourdes, which was some 2 million 
gourdes below expenditures for the like 
period last year. The principal de- 
crease was in the outlay on economic 
development, which amounted to 10.3 
million gourdes as compared with 12.1 
millior gourdes in the corresponding 
period of the preceding year. Expendi- 
tures in other departments were rough- 
ly equal to those in the like period last 
year. Transfer of a credit of 3.3 mil- 
lion gourdes from a nonfiscal account 
to the fiscal account made a net budg- 
etary surplus of some 2.1 million 
gourdes for the first 4 months of the 
fiscal year. 

Estimates on total coffee exports for 
this season have narrowed from the 
widely varying earlier estimates, and 
375,000 bags of 80 kilograms each now 
is generally accepted. Total coffee ex- 
ports from October 1, 1953, to April 6, 
1954, amounted to 291,549 bags-of 80 
kilograms each. Coffee prices to pro- 
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ducers have, by and large, kept pace 
with international prices, the latest 
prices paid to growers amounting to 
about $0.57 a pound as compared with 
about $0.35 a pound for last year’s crop. 


Cacao export volume was above that 
of last year, and prices were consid 
erably higher. The export value through 
January 1954 amounted to 4:8 million 
gourdes as compared with 3.7 million 
gourdes for the like 4-month period 
of last year. 


The cotton crop is reported to be 
large this year despite the earlier dry 
weather and the heavy rains in March. 
Harvest estimates were not available 
in April but about 2,100 metric tons 
were harvested in February. 


Prices of Foodstuffs Higher 


Foodstuffs prices were at unusually 
high levels during March, the most im- 
portant factor being the dry weather. 
The third quarter of 1953 in most areas 
of Haiti was the driest in history, and 
many crops were damaged. Another 
cause is that incomes in rural areas 
are higher as a result of higher prices 
paid for coffee and greater demand for 
foodstuffs. Prices of rice, beans, corn, 
and bananas, all of which are staple 
foods for Haitians, are reported to be 
10 to 15 percent higher than during 
the same period last year. 

Progress is being made in the agri- 
cultural development of the Artibonite 
Valley. The headway made in rice pro- 
duction is reported to be exceptionally 
good. The President, who recently in- 
spected the work in the Artibonite Val- 
ley, is reported to have been very fa- 
vorably impressed. 

The Coffee Federation of Central 
America and the Antilles was scheduled 
to meet in Haiti, April 24-30, and high 
priority was to be given to a discus- 
sion of coffee prices. A representative 
of the National Coffee Association of 
the United States and of the Pan 
American Coffee Office was expected 
to attend. 

The latest estimate on sugar produc- 
tion for this season is 53,000 short tons, 
of which the Haytian American Sugar 
Co. (HASCO) will produce 45,000 short 
tons. HASCO’s production last year 
amounted to some 60,000 short tons. 
The decrease was caused by the dry 
weather which damaged the cane crop 
in the Cul-de-Sac Valley. 

The new cement plant near Port-au- 
Prince, imaugurated early in April, is 


—— 


expected to start limited production 
shortly. Total capacity is reported to 
be some 60,000 metric tons a 
Plant managers report that locally pro. 
duced cement will sell in Haiti at 9 
percent below the prices of imported 
cement. 


A new plant to manufacture candy, 
jelly fruits, and jams was establisheg 
in Port-au-Prince. The plant’s owner 
and managers have had extensive ey 
perience in this industry in the Uniteg 
States, and the company expects tp 
export small quantities of the output 
to neighboring countries. 


The new sisal bag plant near Port. 
au-Prince was scheduled to begin op. 
erations in May. . It will utilize some 
of the surplus sisal being produced in 
Haiti. 

Haitian mahogany working plants 
have been handicapped by a lack of 
mahogany logs. Some logs have been 
imported from Central America, but 
owing to the high landed cost from 
these sources the local industry # 
placed in a very disadvantageous com- 
petitive position. The mahogany users 
have increasingly demanded that the 
Government place stricter control over 
the cutting and replanting of mahog- 
any trees in order to revive production, 

Societe Haitiano-Americaine de De 
veloppement Agricole (SHADA), which 
operates the pine-lumber industry in 
Haiti, has purchased for some $235,000 
overhead cable equipment for trans 
porting logs from the forest to the mill 
site, a distance of 27 kilometers. Th 
overhead cable transportation system 
is said to be much more economical than 
road transportation because of the ex 
tremely rugged terrain. 

Haiti's pine-forest resources are said 
to be capable of supplying 4 million 
board feet of lumber annually for a 
period of 10 or 11 years. SHADA also 
expects to produce such pine byproé- 
ucts as turpentine ang charcoal, and 
experiments with these products are 
being carried out. 

A project to establish another soap 
factory in Haiti has been announced 
The plant is expected to be finished by 
the end of May or the beginning of 
June; laundry soap and me i 
soap will be produced. 


Exports Up, Imports Down 


Imports for December 1953 amounted 
to 21.7 million gourdes and exports 
30.9 million gourdes. Imports wer 
some 2 million gourdes below Decent 
ber 1952, while exports were 8.7 million 
gourdes above December 1952. Export 
in the period October-December 198 
also showed an increase, and impor’ 
a decrease. 

The general outlook for Haiti’s trade 
balance in 1954 is very favorable. Et 
ports are expected to exceed imports 
by a considerable margin, since 
coffee price is exceptionally high and 
the crop abundant, and the exportable 
surpluses of other agricultural 
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Bumper Crop... 


(Continued from Page 6) 


yets are said to be above normal. Fur- 
thermore, the import volume probably 
will not exceed the volume imported in 
1952-53, owing to the existence of siza- 
ble inventories which were not sold 


Jast year. 

The excess of exports over imports 
will be a source of needed reserves for 
the Haitian economy and also a source 
of foreign exchange to meet the coun- 
try’s foreign commitments which will 
come due during 1954. 


Government Promotes Tourism 


The Government accelerated its ef- 
forts to make Haiti an important tour- 
ist resort. The Tourist Bureau called a 
meeting in April of all groups interest- 
ed in tourism, including the Hotel As- 
sociation and the various tourist and 
travel agencies, to discuss plans for the 
next season. 

The Government is attempting to in- 
fluence the Hotel Association to publish 
average hotel rates rather than mini- 
mum rates in order to avoid mislead- 
ing prospective tourists. There has 
been much discussion also concerning 
the high hotel rates. One opinion is 
that the rates are the principal deter- 
rent to increasing the number of tour- 
ists visiting Haiti. Little is expected 
to be done to reduce current rates until 
additional hotels are built, when com- 
petition probably will cause some reduc- 
tion. 

Haiti has been invited to attend the 
Fifth Inter-American Congress of 
Tourism to be held in Panama early in 
June. The Government has indicated 
that it will send delegates who will be 
accompanied by advisors drawn from 


_ interested private companies. 


The Italian Navigation Line an- 
nounced that it will begin service be- 
tween Haiti and Europe on August 21 
with luxury passenger ships. An in- 
creasing number of European tourists 
have visited Haiti in recent months, 
and the addition of this new service 
probably will further stimulate this 
trend.—Emb., Port-au-Prince. 


Gold Coast ..; 


(Continued from Page 5) 


tither local or foreign, will be en- 
couraged through Government advice 
and assistance in acquiring suitable sites 
for factories, or offices and staff ac- 
commodations. Investigations are being 
made of urban and suburban factory 
sites, zoning of industrial areas, land 
Ownership, communications, labor, and 
si g facilities. Also, some financial 
assistance will be considered, other than 
relief from taxation granted to 
r industries,” and new indus- 
tties may be allowed to import certain 
taw materials without import duties. 
conclusion, the Minister stated 
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Canadian Business ... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


maximum permissible interest rate 
from 5% to 5% percent. Even more 
important, accompanying legislation 


permits the chartered banks to engage 
in mortgage lending for the first time 
in their history. As commercial banks, 
they have hitherto been excluded from 
such long-term lending. 


Authority for this change has been 
embodied in the decennial revision of 
the Bank Act, which is also before 
Parliament. The Bank of Canada Act 
is being amended concurrently to per- 
mit the central bank to discount and 
hold mortgage paper among its assets. 
These provisions are expected to broad- 
en greatly the area of financing in the 
housing field. 

Another amendment of the Bank Act 
would give the Bank of Canada power 
to alter the minimum cash reserves 
which the chartered banks are required 
to hold by 1 percent a month between 
the limits of 8 and 12 percent. Exist- 
ing legislation fixes minimum cash re- 
serves at 5 percent, but in practice the 
banks maintain reserves of approxi- 
mately 10 percent. The amendment is 
intended to promote the effectiveness 
of indirect controls over the economy 
generally. 


Loans Called Early 


An important Government refunding 
operation was presaged by the an- 
nouncement in late March that the 
bonds of the third and fourth Victory 
loans would be redeemed. These two 
loans, both 3-percent issues, total- 
ing almost C$2 billion, will not mature 
until 1956 and 1957 but are called June 
1, 1954, and October 1, 1954, respec- 
tively. 

Though no reason was given Official- 
ly for the anticipation of the due dates, 
the call is popularly interpreted as de- 
signed to reduce the cost of Govern- 
ment borrowing and to promote a more 
active short-term money market, These 
issues are now well into the short- 
term area and are carrying a coupon 
substantially above yields on other 
short-term Federal issues. ‘They are 
believed to be held largely by the banks. 

Some observers saw in the call also 
a first move in a campaign to narrow 
the spread between Canadian and U. S. 
interest rates, which has been a factor 
in attracting investment funds to Can- 
ada and in maintaining the exchange 
premium of Canadian over U. S, dollars. 
The premium has in fact declined in 
recent weeks, 

The Government has not announced 
refunding plans. 





that “it is the Government’s earnest 
wish that those with capital to invest 
will seek the opportunity which exists 
in the Gold Coast in the full confidence 
that they will be treated as partners 
in the development of the country’s re- 
sources.” 


ECONOMIC. CONDITIONS ABROAD 
Philippine Economic 
Proposals Announced 


Completion of part II of the Proposed 
Economic Development Program for 
Fiscal Years 1955-59 for the Philippines 
was announced by President Magsaysay 
on March 20. This part represents .a 
revision of earlier drafts of a 5-year 
program and constitutes the economic 
goals of the new administration. 


Part I of the 1953 Philippine Eco- 
nomic Development Program, which is 
a survey of accomplishments under the 
1948 and 1950 economic development 
programs, was completed in September 
1953 by the National Economic Council. 

The economic development program 
states that during the 5-year period 
investment will total 4.1 billion pesos, 
including peso requirements of 2 billion 
pesos and dollar requirements equiva- 
lent to 2.1 billion pesos. Of the invest- 
ment total,’ 1.8 billion pesos is to be 
public investment, and the private sec- 
tor is to invest 2.3 billion pesos. 

As a result of these investments, the 
gross national product is expected to 
rise from 8.8 billion pesos in the fiscal 
year 1955 to 13 billion pesos in the fiscal 
year 1959 (1952 prices). It is maintained 
that employment will increase from 7 
million in the fiscal year 1955 to 85 
million in the fiscal year 1959 and that 
unemployment will be reduced from 16 
percent to 6.5 percent of the labor force. 

The 1959 goal for food production 
is 9.9 million metric tons, as compared 
with 6.1 million metric tons in 1953; 
export crops, 1.6 million metric tons, as 
against 1.2 million metric tons produced 
in 1952; and minerals, 284 million pesos’ 
worth, in comparison with 135.5 million 
pesos’ worth in 1952. 

Industry “planned production” and a 
list of new industries to be established 
are given in the*program. Similar pre- 
dictions are specified for motor, rail, 
and sea transport. A list of peso expen- 
ditures on public works according to 
type of projects also is provided. 

Program To Continue 

The 5-year program “is intended to 
be a continuing program, to be revised 
and put up to date every year, by drop- 
ping off the year just past, revising the 
program for the ensuing 4 years, and 
adding another year at the end of the 
period to complete the next 5-year 
period.” 

For fiscal year 1955 there is to be a 
total investment of 630.8 million pesos 
as compared with an estimated average 
annual investment of 521.3 million pesos 
during the past 3 years. The fiscal year 
1955 investment target comprises a peso 
component of 317.5 million and dollar 
equivalent to 313.3 million pesos. 

Public investment for fiscal year 1955 
is to include 168.3 million pesos spent 
by the Government on such projects as 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Britain's Payments Surplus Down 
In 1953; Export Earnings Lower 


The United Kingdom’s balance of payments in 1953 showed a 
surplus, on current account, including defense aid, of £225 million, a 
decline of £30 million from the 1952 surplus. 

The main change in the overall balance of payments from 1952 
was the reduction of £151 million in earnings from exports and reex- 


ports. Total 1953 exports amounted to 
£2,675 million, 

Imports, f. o. b., at £2,872 million in 
1953, were £71 million below the 1952 
level. Net invisible earnings rose by £69 
million to £320 million, whereas defense- 
aid receipts at £102 million were down 
£19 million. 

Although the value of total exports, 
including reexports, was considerably 
lower than in 1952, exports of domes- 
tically produced goods showed an up- 
ward trend in 1953 and increased about 
3 percent in volume. Domestic exports 
had been exceptionally high in: the 
first half of 1952 as a result of the post- 
Korean boom in shipments to other 
sterling areas. There was, however, a 
sharp fall in exports in the second half 
of that year, a slight recovery in the 
first half of 1953, and a more rapid 
recovery in the second half. 


Import Prices Fall 
Britain’s import hill in 1953 would 
have been much larger had it not 
been for the marked decline in import 
prices—a fall which more than offset 
the rise in volume of goods imported. 


Because import prices fell to a far 
greater extent than export prices the 
terms of trade, that is, the ratio of 
import prices to export prices, were 
much more favorable to the United 
Kingdom than in 1952. As a result, the 
oversea balance of payments is esti- 
mated to have benefited in 1953 by 
some £200-£250 million. 


Larger Government receipts, reflect- 
ing settlements with Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand for the pooling of 
supplies to the Commonwealth’s Forces 
in Korea, and increased earnings from 
oil transactions, accounted for most of 
the improvement in net invisible earn- 
ings in 1953. 

The net gain on shipping account 
totaled £16 million. Expenditures were 
reduced by a fall in tramp freight rates 
and less chartering of foreign ships and 
reduced expenditures in foreign ports. 
Shipping earnings also were down be- 
cause of the fall in tramp freight rates. 


Dollar Balance Improves 

Travel receipts and expenditures re- 
mained in approximate balance; as in 
1952. Higher earnings, promoted in part 
by the Coronation, were offset by in- 
creased expenditures, owing mainly to 
the larger travel allowance permitted 
by the Government. 


Regionally the United Kingdom’s bal- 
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ance of payments in 1953 showed a 
marked improvement in balances with 
the dollar area and countries in the 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation but a deterioration with 
the rest of the sterling area. 


The payments deficit with the dollar 
area, reduced from £431 million in 1951 
to £172 million in 1952, continued the 
downward trend and amounted to only 
£4 million last year. This was the first 
time since the war that Britain’s cur- 
rent account with the dollar area was 
approximately in balance. 


Exports to dollar countries increased 
from £411 million in 1952 to £446 mil- 
lion in 1953. Imports, meanwhile, fell 
from £605 million to £516 million; the 
invisible trade deficit dropped from £99 
million in 1952 to £36 million; and de- 
fense aid which amounted to £121 mil- 
lion in 1952 declined to £102 million. 


The payments surplus with OEEC 
countries amounted to £104, compared 
with deficits of £26 million in 1952 and 
£201 million in 1951. This improvement 
reflects in part a decline in imports 
from OEEC countries. 

Partially offsetting these trends, how- 
ever, was the reduction in the United 
Kingdom’s surplus with the rest of the 
sterling area, from £367 million in 1952 
to £179 million. This downturn was due 
to the sharp fall in exports to the rest 
of the sterling area and the drop in 
invisible earnings while imports from 
this group of countries increased. 


Gold, Dollar Reserves Rise 


The sterling area’s net gold and dol- 
lar surplus amounted to £240 million, 
compared with a deficit of £175 million 
in 1952, bringing total gold and dollar 
reserves to £899 million at the end of 
the year. 

The net oversea capital investment 
amounted to £207 million, most of this 
outflow going for investment in the rest 
of the sterling area. In 1952, oversea 
investments amounted to £84 million. 

Short-term sterling liabilities in 1953 
showed an increase of £222, most of 
which went to the rest of the sterling 
area. In 1952 the United Kingdom had 
been able to reduce its sterling liabili- 
ties by £346 million. 

Whereas Britain was a creditor coun- 
try on capital account before World 
War II, it now is a substantial debtor. 

Before the war gold and dollar re- 
serves were about equal to short-term 
external liabilities. These reserves now 


—————— 


amount to about £900 million, whereag 
short-term liabilities total £3,708 mj. 
lion, 

In addition, the United Kingdom 
owes about £2,000 million on long-term 
debts to countries outside the Sterling 
area, mainly the United States and 
Canada, and £200 million to the Euro. 
pean Payments Union, bringing totaj 
liabilities to £5,908 million. 

By comparison, the United Kingdom's 
oversea investments probably amount 
to nearly £3,800 million, which together 
with the gold and dollar reserves make 
total assets of some £4,700 million, 





Ecuadoran Irrigation Plan 
Extends Over Ten Years 


The irrigation program of the Caja 
Nacional de Riego in Ecuador contem- 
plates three separate phases extending 
over a 10-year period. The immediate 
plan for the years 1953-55 calls for an 
annual investment of 6 million sueres, 
or US$400,000; whereas, the 1953 budget 
allowed only half that ameunt. 

The total construction budget during 
the present 3-year period calls for the 
investment of 12 million sucres on four 
projects: Portoviejo, 1.5 million; Rio 
bamba, 10 million; Pisque, 14.4 million; 
and Milagro, 6.3 million sucres. These 
works will place 31,500 hectares under 
irrigation, 





Philippine Economic .. . 
(Continued from Page 7) 


irrigation, rural health, and education; 
3.6 million pesos, “investment in public 
administration,” including animals, 
warehouses, shops, and buildings. Gov- 
ernment corporations are expected to 
spend 73.3 million pesos on such under- 
takings as cement, paper, power, fer- 
tilizer, steel, housing, cottage industries, 
textiles, and food processing; a further 
50 million pesos are contemplated for 
use by the corporations in projects to be 
approved by the President on the NEC's 
recommendation. 

Thus, the Government is to invest 
171.9 million pesos and the corporations 
123.3 million pesos in fiscal year 1959. 
The specified investment undertakings 
by the Government and its corporations 
in fiscal year 1955 consist almost entire- 
ly of projects of the Foreign Operations 
Administration-Philippine Council for 


United States Aid and those already ini, 


tiated with funds provided from the 
CentrAl Bank’s extraordinary advance 
of 200 million pesos to the Government. 
Private investment for fiscal year 
1955 is placed at 335.6 million pesos and 
is broken down into five categories— 
agriculture, 108.5 million pesos; mining, 
24.9 million pesos; manufacturing, 


million pesos; transportation and com , 


munication, 36.8 million pesos; 
construction, 107.4 million pesos.—Emb, 
Manila. 
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New Bill Would Amend 
Flammable Fabrics Act 


A bill which would amend the 
Flammable Fabrics Act—Public 
Law 88, 83d Congress—so as to 
exempt from its application fab- 
rics and articles of wearing ap- 
parel which are not highly flam- 
mable, was introduced in the 
Senate on April 29 by Senator 
William A. Purtell of Connecticut. 

The bill would add scarves made 
of plain-surface fabrics to the 
other articles—hats, gloves, and 
footwear—which are already ex- 
empted by present law. 

The bill also would change 
the conditions under which the 
fammable tests are  conduct- 
ed. At present, samples are 
made bone-dry before they are 
tested under Commercial Stand- 
ard 191-53. Senator Purtell’s bill 
would require samples*to be tested 
under the normal conditions under 
which articles of clothing are 
generally worn—in room tempera- 
ture of 70° with an average hu- 
midity at 65 percent. 











U.S. Training Helps 
Foreign Executives 


Systematic the - United 
States in the fields of business manage- 


training in 


‘ ment and economic development can be 


both practical and neipful to key people 
from the “less developed” countries, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce has 
found. 

This conclusion has been reached on 
the basis of almost 2 years of experi- 
mental management training conducted 
by the Department's Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce for foreign nationals —mostly 
grantees under Foreign Operations Ad- 
ministration programs. 

BFC has offered an 8-month program 

for executives from countries in Latin 
America, the Near East, and South Asia 
receiving technical aid under the Mu- 
tual Security or International Develop- 
ment Acts; as well as grantees under 
certain United Nations and U. S. De- 
partment of State programs. 
_ First phase of a participant’s program 
§ On a university campus, where he 
takes graduate-level courses for re- 
fresher purposes, participates in special 
SMinars on the factors affecting eco- 
nomic development, and begins his visits 
and Observations with local industry. 


Industry Operations Studied 
It is during this university period that 
Participant, in consultation with his 
advisers, develops his own objectives for 
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FTC Studies Scope of Flammable 


Fabrics Act, Will Issue Ruling 


Acting at the request of industry groups, the Federal Trade Com- 
mission will determine whether or not handkerchiefs and scarves consti- 
tute articles of wearing apparel subject to the Flammable Fabrics Act. 

This act—Public Law 88, 83d Congress—was approved June 30, 
1953, to become effective on June 30, 1954. 


No oral hearing is planned, but FTC 
is considering views, arguments, or 
other data which have been submitted 
to it in writing. 

The question to be resolved is wheth- 
ét handkerchiefs up to a finished size of 
24 inches square and handkerchiefs and 
scarves—irrespective of size—fall with- 
in the definition of the term “article 
of wearing apparel” as used in the 
Flammable Fabrics Act. 

The Mliammable Fabrics Act, gener- 
ally speaking, prohibits the marketing 
in commerce of wearing apparel and 
fabrics intended or sold for use in 
wearing apparel which, when tested ac- 
cording to the prescribed standard of 
flammability, are found to be “so high- 
ly flammable as to be dangerous when 
worn by individuals.” 

Imported Silks Invelved 

The question of the applicability of 
the statute to handkerchiefs and 
scarves arose when it appeared that 
certain very sheer silks imported from 
Japan and Western Europe in the form 
of handkerchiefs and scarves had failed 
to pass the prescribed test. Silks fall- 
ing within these classes have been 
those of the habutae variety weighing 





his final intensive industrial observa- 
tions. During the latter 3-month period, 
participants spend time with industrial 
and commercial companies, business as- 
sociations, and economic development 
agencies. 

Before leaving the United States at 
the end of his program, each participant 
is asked to appraise in detail the value 
of his U. S. experiences. 

No attempt is made to convince par- 
ticipants that U. S. policies or practices 
can be directly adopted in their own 
countries. However, emphasis is placed 
upon the role that private enterprise 
can play in a nation’s economic devel- 
opment when favorable conditions are 
provided, and upon the relationship of 
managerial skill to successful private 
enterprise. ee 

Cooperating in the program have been 
the University of Toledo, the American 
University of Washington, D. C., and 
the business contacts of 33 U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices. 

Countries represented among the par- 
ticipants to date include Brazil, Chile, 
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less than 5 momme, as well as certain 
georgette and chiffon varieties of heav- 
ier weights. 


~ ~ The Japanese Government and rep- 


resentatives of the Japanese textile in- 
dustry have expressed great concern 
over the effect the act will have on 
their trade with this eountry. 


Senator William A. Purtell, Chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Business and 
Consumer Interests of the Senate In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee, announced on April 20 that 
his group is looking into numerous com- 
plaints that the Flammable Fabrics Act 
will unduly cripple certain segments of 
the textile industry. 

The Senator stated that the full 
committee and the subcommittee had 
received numerous letters to the effect 
that if the act is allowed to become 
effective on June 30, it will cause 
severe hardship to many business firms 
engaged in the importation and dis- 
tribution of lightweight cotton, rayon, 
and silk textile fabrics, as well as to 
domestic manufacturers and distribu- 
tors of some sheer fabrics which have 
long been used with safety by the 
American consumer. 


Administrative Solution Sought 


He added that discussions are going 
on between the staffs of the subcom- 
mittee, the Federal Trade Commission, 
and the Department of Commerce to 
determine whether an administrative 
solution is feasible and in the public 
interest. However, the results of initial 
exploration of the possibility of finding 
an administrative remedy are not too 
encouraging, since the act is quite 
specific upon the standard of flamma- 
bility, Senator Purtell said. 

The act provides that if at any time 
the Secretary of Commerce finds that 
the commercial standards incorporated 
into the law are inadequate for the pro- 
tection of the public interest, he shall 
submit to Congress a report setting 
forth his findings together with such 
proposals for legislatién as he deems 
appropriate. 

Senator Purtell stated that no post- 
ponement of the effective date or weak- 
ening of the act will be recommended at 
the risk of allowing those special types 
of fabrics to be sold which present un- 
usual hazards and are highly danger- 
ous, since the textile industry, gener- 
ally, would object to inviting that risk. 


9 














CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE : 
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New Zealand To License 
U. §., Canadian Cars 


The Government of New Zealand will 
grant import licenses in 1954 for a 
limited number of motorcars from the 
United States and Canada, the Minister 
of Industries and Commerce has an- 
nounced, 


Most of the licenses will be issued 
for imports in a completely knocked- 
down_condition (CKD) for vehicle as- 
sembly in New Zealand. 

Some licenses also will be issued for 
imports of assembled vehicles by agents 
of American manufacturers. Commer- 
cial imports of assembled cars from the 
dollar area have not been permitted in 
the past 2 years. 

Both types of licenses are to be used 
for cars of “the less expensive type.” 

Companies with assembly facilities in 
New Zealand probably will take advan- 
tage of the lower preferential duties 
and bring in their share of cars from 
Canada. Makes not assembled in New 
Zealand will come from the United 
States, but such imports are expected to 
account for only a small part of the 
total imported. 

The announcement that licenses would 
be granted for cars from the dollar 
area was made in conjunction with the 
Government’s decision to increase its 
automobile imports from other coun- 





Mexico Adjusts Duties on 
Henequen Products, Metals 


Mexican export duties applicable to 
various henequen products have been 
reduced, effective April 17, and those 
on antifriction metal eliminated, effec- 
tive April 22, 

Rates are reduced to 12 percent ad 
valorem on the following henequen 
products: 


53-00, 53-02, Henequen binder twine. 

53-01, Henequen yarn, thread, cord, and 
cable, not specified. 

These items previously were dutiable at 
0.08 peso per gross kilogram and 16 percent 
ad valorem. 

63-10, Felts and fabrics of henequen, not 
specified. 

563-20, Manufactures of henequen felt. 

53-21, Henequen sacks and bags, even if 
lined with cotton cloth or paper. 

These items previously were dutiable at 
0.08 peso per gross kilogram and 15 percent 
ad valorem. 

53-22, Henequen manufactures, not specified. 

This classification previously was dutiable 
at 0.11 peso per gross kilogram and 15 per- 
cent ad valorem. 


The classification covering antifric- 
tion metal was revised to read as fol- 
lows: 


81-23, Alloys of lead with antimony, even 
pegs = other metals, commercially known 
as antifriction metals for linotypes, type, or 
other uses: Duty-free. 

The classification formerly read, “Antifric- 
tion metal with a base of tin alloyed with 
other metals,"" and was dutiable at § percent 
ad valorem. 
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tries as well. The plan to increase over- 
all motor vehicle imports in 1954 pro- 
vides for an increase of NZ£2.5 million 
over the level originally set for imports 
in late 1953. Of this increase, approxi- 
mately NZ£900,000 will be for North 
American Cars. 


With these additions, the total value 
of automobile imports from all sources 
in 1954 is programed at NZ£15.4 mil- 
lion, compared with NZ£9.3 million 
spent in 1953.—Emb., Wellington. 





Canada Sets Values on 


Cut Flowers From U. S. 


Imports of cut flowers into Canada 
from the United States in the period 
May 1-June 30 will be valued in ac- 
cordance with the following schedule 
established by the Canadian Depart- 
ment of Nationa] Revenue: 


Carnations ..- $8.60 per 100 
Mums . 3.96 per 12 
Pompons UB 0 natin 1.25 per 12 oz. bunch 
Gladiolus 1 can aa pee Ie 
Snapdragons ——_° + ww. 
Stocks 1.33 per 12 
NINE & cantcnccntahiieaind 3.33 per 12 
SS 5.27 per 12 
Daffodils wee 200 per 12 
Tulips Le .95 per 12 
[ris Sie .78 per 12 
Lilies, Easter 18.03 per 100 
Roses Nos. 1 and 2, 
stems 12 inches and 
under in length $6.98 per 100 


Roses, Extra and Fancy, 
stems over 12 inches and 
under 21 inches in length 

Roaes, special, 
stems 21 inches and 
over in length 


$11.88 per 100 


$16.94 per 100 


Cut flowers of all kinds are of a class 
or kind produced in Canada, and im- 
ports during the period indicated at 
values lower than those listed are likely 
to be held subject to dumping duty. 


To facilitate entry at customs, ex- 
porters should invoice and pack roses 
in accordance with the grades and stem 
lengths indicated. 

Wholesalers are entitled to a 15-per- 
cent discount from the values here 
listed. A wholesaler is defined as one 
who sells at least 50 percent of his 
flowers to independent retail florists. 





India Opens Manganese, 
Iron Export Quotas 


Supplementary Indian export 
quotas for iron and manganese 
ores for shipment from the port 
of Calcutta will be released by the 
Government of India, according to 
a press statement issued on April 3. 

Applications for additional ex- 
port licenses will be considered 
only from shippers and mine own- 
ers who have completed shipments 
against previous allotments and 
who do not require transportation 
facilities for additional quantities. 











a 


16 Items Exempt From 
Mexican Duty Raise 


Sixteen classifications of the Mexican 
import tariff, covering various hides ang 
skins, tobacco, chemical products, and 
paper, have been exempted, effective 
April 20, from the general 25-percent 
increase in duties instituted on «Feb. 
ruary 15. 

Classifications exempted are the 
following: 

1.12.00, Untanned' hides and skins of cattle 
of any species. 

1.12.10, Untanned hides and skins of beaver, 
rabbit, muskrat, and other animals. 

2.31.61, Leaf tobacco, Virginia-type. 
— Leaf tobacco, not specified (wrap. 

2.31.63, Leaf tobacco, not specified (filler), 

4.19.52, Strips of cotton cloth, plain weave, 
with over 80 threads in warp and bea 8 

er 


square centimeter, for making type 
ribbons. 


6.06.11, Acetanilide or antifebrin, antipyrine, 
chloral, and chloroform. 

6.06.12, Milk sugar. 

6.20.90, Salts of organometallic origin, not 
specified. 

6.63.70, Mixtures, preparations, and prod- 
ucts of organic, mineral, and organometallic 
origin, not specified, for the manufacture of 
pharmaceutical or toilet 
fumed. 

7.51.50, Paper, white or dyed, for cigarettes, 
in sheets or rolls over 4 centimeters in width, 
without printing. 

7.51.51, Paper of the natural color of the 
pulp, for cigarettes, in sheets or rolls over 
4 centimeters in width, without printing. 


products, unper 


7.52.00, Paper cut in strips up to 4 centi- 
meters in width, for cigarettes, without 
printing. ’ 

7.53.12, Glassine paper weighing up to 


grams per square meter. 

7.53.14, Cellophane. 

7.54.31, Paper cut in strips up to 4 centi- 
meters in width, for cigarettes, with printing, 


—Diario Oficial, April 20, 1954. 





Burma and Communist China 
Agree To Facilitate Trade 


Burma and communist China agree 
to facilitate possible trade between the 
two countries but do not commit them- 
selves to exchange specific quantities 
of goods, in a 3-year trade agreement 
signed on April 22, according to the 
Burmese press. 

Communist Chinese commodities men- 
tioned in the agreement are coal; silk; 
tea; and light manufactures including 
agricultural implements, textiles, paper, 
pharmaceuticals, cigarettes, and porce- 
lain and enamel ware. 

Burmese products named are agri 
cultural products and raw materials in- 
cluding agricultural implements, tex- 
tiles, paper, pharmaceuticals, cigarettes, 
and porcelain and enamel ware. 

Prices and grades of goods will be 
according to current international 
standards and such as are agreeable t0 
the buyer. 

A unique feature provides that sales 
will be handled exclusively by the 
National Trading Corporation for com 
munist China and by the State Trading 
Board for the Union of Burma, or by 
their designated agents. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Germany Specifies U. S. 
Origin Certificate 


The certificate of origin required 
by Germany for certain commod- 
ities imported from the United 
States may continue to be pre- 
sented in the form established in 
1953, the German Government has 
announced, 


That type of origin certificate 
Youtlined in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, July 20, 1953, p. 11) is 
specified as being acceptable under 
the requirements laid down in sec- 
tion d)1 of Foreign Trade Decree 
No, 14/54 of February 17, for im- 
ports from the United States re- 
quiring an origin certificate. 


Approximately 2,000 categories 
of goods now may be imported 
into Germany from the dollar 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 
area free of quantitative restric- 
tions (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Mar. 1, 1954, p. 10). Among these 
items, as among the remaining 
categories of the German customs 
classification, are some commod- 
ities, marked with the letter “C” 
in the official German list, which 
may be imported only when ac- 
companied by a certificate of 
origin. 











Panama Prohibits Import 


Of Coffee in All Forms 


No coffee in any form may be im- 
ported into Panama, under an Office 
of Price Control regulation effective 
April 15. 


Coffee orders placed before April 15 
were to be authorized only if registered 
at the Office of Price Control before 
April 24. 


This ban on coffee imports follows 
closely the action taken by that agency 
on April 13 increasing the price of 
domestic coffee. Additional price sup- 
port was given domestically grown cof- 
fee as a result of world coffee price 
adjustments and because of the in- 
ability of Panamanian coffee growers 
to take advantage of foreign markets, 
as coffee exports also are prohibited.— 
Emb., Panama. 


The Panamanian ban on coffee ex- 
ports was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 9, 1953, page 8. 
India To Export Diamonds 


Bort and industrial diamonds will be 





- licensed freely, against shipping bills, for 


xport from India to all permissible 
destinations, the Government of India 
announced. 





World Trade Week, May 16-22. 
May 10, 1954 





CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Japan Revises Import Tariff Law, 
Simplifies Customs Procedures 


The Japanese Customs Tariff Law and the Customs Law, now 
revised, were promulgated on March 31 and April 2 as laws Nos. 42 
and 61, respectively. Both laws are expected to go into effect by July, 


as announced by Cabinet order. 


No basic change is made in the new tariff law, but it reorganizes 


and clarifies the previous law. Neither 
does the new customs law reveal any 
great substantive change, but rather 
it indicates a simplification and reor- 
ganization of various existing customs 
procedures and regulations. 


Under the new tariff law the Japa- 
nese ‘Cabinet is empowered to set up 
a dual-tariff system. The higher rate 
would be used for countries which do 
not have most-favored-nation tariff 
treatment from Japan. 


Duty Treatment Specified = 


With some exceptions items that 
have been afforded favorable duty 
treatment by Japan, such as machin- 
ery, as designated by Cabinet order 
and Ministerial notification, and skim 
milk for school children, will continue 
to receive such treatment until March 
31, 1955. The duty-free status given 
articles imported for use in the gold 
mining industry is abolished and nor- 
mal duties as listed in the import tariff 
schedule will apply. 


By a recent Cabinet order, duty ex- 
emptions have been extended until Sep- 
tember 30 for rice, tariff item No. 201; 
barley, No. 202; and wheat, No. 205. 


The exemption of wheat flour, tariff 
item No, 212 (1), from its 25-percent 
duty was discontinued on October 1, 
1953, and the duty reimposed. 


The exemption of iron and steel prod- 
ucts, except special steel, which is cov- 
ered elsewhere in the tariff, from a 
15-percent duty was discontinued on 
January 1 and the duty reimposed. The 
products covered are bars or rods, in- 
cluding T-shaped ones, angles, etc., in 
section, tariff item No. 1405 (2), and 
rails, including fishplates, No. 1405 (3). 
The exemption of rejected black sheets 
and plates not exceeding 0.6 millimeter 
in thickness, under tariff item No. 1405 
(5), sheets and plates, was continued 
until March 31, 1955. 


Customs Procedures Simplified 

The revised customs law abolishes 
the Bonded Warehouse Law, No. 15, 
1895, as amended, and the Bonded 
Warehouse Manufacturing Law, No. 45, 
1927, as amended, and incorporates reg- 
ulations governing the establishment 
and operations of bonded warehouses. 

Regulations on supervision of foreign 
goods imported into a bonded area are 
relaxed, and rules governing movement 
of domestic goods to and from bonded 
areas also are liberalized. These meas- 
ures were taken to encourage import 





of foreign goods for processing and fab- 
rication and reexport. 

As further encouragement the Japa- 
mese Government permits foreign and 
domestic products to be mixed in the 
course of processing or fabrication be- 
fore they are reexported.—Emb., Tokyo. 





Cubans, Swiss Agree 
On MFN Treatment 


Cuba and Switzerland in a new trade 
agreement provide for reciprocal, un- 
conditional, most-favored-nation treat- 


ment in customs duties and surcharges, 
consular fees and other assessments in- 
cident to merchandise trade, and ex- 
change controls and import quotas, 


Exceptions to these provisions are 
concessions made in frontier trade with 
neighboring countries, .in free-zone 
trade, and to customs union countries, 
and special preferences granted exclu- 
sively to the United States by Cuba. 


For merchandise in transit, treatment 
equal to that accorded a third country 
is specified, and except as otherwise 
provided by law in effect when the 
agreement was signed national treat- 
ment is to be extended to internal tax- 
ation of merchandise. 


The new agreement, signed in Havana 
on March 30, became effective on April 
14 and is to remain in effect until De- 
cember 31, 1956, unless terminated be- 
fore that date by either™party on 90 
days’ notice.—Emb., Havana. 





Panama Increases Consular 
Fees on Various Documents 


Panamanian consular fees, payable at 
the consulate, have been increased, ef- 
fective April 9, as follows, in U. S. cur- 
rency: 

Former New 





fee fee 

For consular invoice forms, 

five copies $1.00 $2.00 
For legalization of additional 

copy of consular invoice or 

OG oO CR ie SR .50 
For legalization of set of five P 

copies of letters of correction.... 2.50 5.00 

—Emb., Panama. 


These changes in consular fees should 
be noted in Department of Commerce 
publication “Preparing Shipments to 
Panama,” International Reference Serv- 
ice, vol. VI, No. 7, March 1949, p. 4. 








CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Drug Invoices for Peru 
To Show Permit Number 


Peruvian consuls and consular agents 
abroad now must require that consular 
invoices covering shipments of pharma- 
ceutical specialties to Peru show the 
number and date of the authorization 
for import of such products issued by 
the Division of Pharmacy of the Peru- 
vian Public Health Department. 


Samples of pharmaceutical special- 
ties sent to the Peruvian Health De- 
partment for analysis and registration 
must contain a notation to this effect 
in the consular invoice. 


To promote compliance with these 
new requirements the Division of 
Pharmacy will report promptly to Pe- 
ruvian consuls and consular agents all 
import authorizations: and registrations 
approved for import of these products, 
as well as those revoked. 

This order was put into effect by 
Peruvian Supreme Resolution No. 36 
of April 1—Emb., Lima. 

The new regulations should be noted 
in Department of Commerce publica- 
tions, “Preparing Shipments to Peru,” 
International Reference Service, vol. V, 
No. 17, March 1948, p. 1; and “Peru— 
Pharmaceutical Regulations,” World 
Trade in Commodities, vol. VI, pt. 3, 
No. 16, April 1948, p. 1. 





New 25-Percent Surcharge 
Replaces Surtax in Mexico 


In a move designed to capture for 
the Mexican Treasury exchange profits 
accruing to exporters as a result of the 
new devaluation of the peso, the Mexi- 
ean Government, effective April 19, 
abolished its former 15-percent ad 
valorem export surtax and established 
in its stead a flat 25-percent ad valorem 
surcharge on exports. 

The new surcharge will apply to all 
classifications of the export tariff except 
those covering articles prohibited ex- 
port. It will be added to the export duty 
already applicable under the export 
tariff, or for duty-free items it will be 
considered a new tax rate. 

The new surcharge, like its predéces- 
sor, will be levied on the invoice value 
of exports or on the Mexican official 
valuation, whichever is higher. 

The 15-percent ad valorem export 
surtax, now superseded by the new levy, 
was established in 1948 following the 
devaluation of the Mexican peso in that 
year, and over the ensuing years it was 
reduced, or for numerous items com- 
pletely eliminated, until less than half 
the export classifications remained sub- 
ject to the full 15-percent charge. 





U. 8. imports declined to $808.5 mil- 
lion in February 1954 from $833.3 in 
January, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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India Extends Licenses 
Affected by Strike 


The Government of India has 
extended to May 15 the validity 
period of import licenses covering 
goods destined for India through 
the port of New York which 
would have expired on or after 
March 15. 

The extension is granted in view 
of the dislocation of shipping 
caused by the dock strike at the 
port of New York. 

Indian banks have been author- 
ized to extend if necessary letters 
of credit taken out by Indian im- 
porters against such _ import 
licenses. 











New Indonesia-Norway Pact 
Specifies Export Values 


Indonesian exports valued at 47,245,- 
000 Norwegian crowns and Norwegian 
exports valued at 19,530,000 crowns 
are called for in a trade agreement 
signed between the two countries for 
the period April 1, 1954, to March 31, 
1955 (7.15 Norwegian crowns=US$1). 

Indonesian export quotas _ include 
18,000 metric tons of copra, 2,000 met- 
ric tons of rubber, 1,000 metric tons of 
eoffee, and other products, including 
pepper, fibers, tobacco, and peanuts, 
according to the Indonesian Ministry 
of Economic Affairs. 

The schedule of Norwegian commod- 
ities to be exported to Indonesia in- 
cludes paper products, rayon, fish and 
fishery materials, wallboard, and talc. 

The new agreement, signed in Dja- 
karta on March 22, was negotiated in 
the form of a protocol to the basic 
trade agreement of April 30, 1951, be- 
tween the two countries. 





Syrian Duties Changed on 
Some Thread and Machines 


Two new 
duty changes 
were added 
March. 

These classifications and their pres- 
ent ad valorem duties, together with 
former import duties, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 


No. 491, Thread of metal, for manufacture 
of fabrics, ribbons, passementerie, and other 
articles of metallic thread combined with 
textile thread, intended for wearing apparel, 
furnishings, and similar uses: 

a, Thread of pure metal or gilded or sil- 
vered, exempt (same). 

b, Thread of metal mixed with textile 
thread: 1, Wire gilded or silvered, 25,000 
meters long or over, per kilogram, exempt 
(new classification); 2, others, 25 percent 
(same). 

No. 850, Washing machines, machines used 
for packing goods or for opening, rinsing, 
filling, closing, labeling, and crown capping 
bottles and other receptacles, and parts: 

a, weching machines, 40 percent (7.5 per- 
cent). 

b, Others, 7.5 percent (same). 


classifications, involving 
in the items affected, 
to the Syrian tariff in 


Indonesia Tightens 
Textile Controls 


Indonesian restrictions on the import 
of some textiles are to be tightened, 
the Central Revenue Officer of the 
Indonesian Government has announced, 


This step is planned in an effort to 
protect the Indonesian batik industry 
from increasing imports of cheap foreign 
piece goods, 

Protective measures were taken jp 
February, by a Ministry of Trade and 
Industry decree which is still in opera. 
tion, to enable domestic manufactures 
to compete with imported goods. Under 
that decree import of the following 
types of fabrics, which are manufac. 
tured in Indonesia, is specifically pro- 
hibited: All kinds of colored woven 
sarongs; tjellas (yardage of batik 
patterns); luriks 
sarong material; ginghams; all types of 
fabrics with batik designs; and all types 


of fabrics with checked designs meant 


for use as sarongs. 


Although these restrictions apply 
primarily to importers, they also may 
indirectly affect the business of export- 
ers shipping textiles to Indonesia. 

Inasmuch as prohibited textiles may 
be confiscated by the Indonesian cus- 
toms, exporters in order to protect 
their Indonesian customers should be 
certain that shipments correspond ex- 
actly with samples of cloth ordered— 
Emb., Djakarta. 





Mexico Classifies, Lowers 
Duty on Potassium Chloride 


A new specific classification has been 
established for potassium chloride in 


the Mexican import tariff, effective 
April 16, as follows: 
No. 6.12.66, Potassium chloride. Duty: 1 


percent ad valorem. 


Potassium chloride previously was 
classified under item No. 6.12.92 cover- 
ing unspecified salts of mineral origin, 
dutiable at 0.05 peso a gross kilogram 
and 5 percent ad valorem.—Diario 
Oficial, April 15, 1954. 





India Continues Export 
Of Silk Waste 


Free export licensing for ship- 

ment from the port of Calcutta, 
of silk waste originating in West 
Bengal, Bihar, Assam, and Madhya 
Pradesh, has been extended to 
June 30, the Government of India 
has announced. 
_ Silk waste from Jammu _and 
Kashmir and the Punjab also-will 
be licensed freely for export from 
the port of Bombay to the end 
of June, 


(homemade cloth); ~ 








— 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





letherlands Bill Would 
limit New Investments 


A bill empowering the Netherlands 
Government to prohibit the establish- 
ment of new enterprises in any field of 
industry has been passed by the Second 
Chamber of the Netherlands Parliament. 

Under the terms of the bill, such pro- 
hibitions could be put into effect when 
in the opinion of the Netherlands Gov- 
emment evidence is shown of the follow- 
ing conditions: 

@ Overcapacity in the particular 
felds of industry concerned exists or is 
threatened. 

e Incompatibility with the Govern- 
ment’s industrialization policy of es- 
tablishing or expanding certain indus- 
tries is likely. 

@ Any conflict exists with the Nether- 
lands’ obligations under international 
agreements regarding the coordination 
of investments. 

Cases involving possible overcapacity 
would be considered upon request from 
business or labor organizations, 

This legislation was originally intro- 
duced in March 1952; it also must be 
passed by the First Chamber before it 
can become law. 

The “Industrial Licenses Act for Ex- 
traordinary Circumstances,” introduced 
at about the same time, would empower 
the Government to require a license for 
the establishment or expansion of any 
line of industry in emergency situations, 
such as war or threat of war. This bill 
has not yet been considered, however, 
by either Chamber.—Emb., The Hague. 





Many Nationalization Bills 
Proposed in Philippines 


About 50 nationalization bills have 
been filed in the current session of the 
Philippine Congress, as compared with 
possibly a maximum of 6 or 7 in previous 
sessions of Congress. They include 
Measures to nationalize labor; retail 
trade; wholesale trade; export trade; 
new and necessary industries; banks; 
trading and/or production of copra, 
lumber, abaca, sugar, drugs, rice, corn, 
flour, tobacco, and shoes. 

Thus far the House has passed a labor 
nationalization bill, requiring any en- 
terprise to have 90 percent of all per- 
sonnel] Filipino, and another bill pro- 
viding that any business must carry at 
least 25 percent of its inventory in 
Filipino-produced goods. 

Most of these nationalization bills are 
probably aimed at the Chinese, but, in- 
Sofar as is known, none of them exempt 
Americans, and some have the support 
o prominent Government officials and 

endorsement of Philippine business 
organizations. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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Rules Proposed for Foreign Investment in 
Brazilian Spinning Machinery Production 


Foreign investors establishing cotton- 
spinning machinery plants in Brazil 
would be required to expand their manu- 
facturing operations progressively, ac- 
cording to a prearranged program, un- 
der proposed regulations drafted by the 
Brazilian Industrial Development Com- 
mission (CDI), but not yet approved by 
the Government. 


In return for such undertakings on 
the part of investors, the CDI‘plan pro- 
poses to guarantee reasonable tariff pro- 
tection to the domestic product and to 
require that competitive imports be in- 
cluded in the least favorable exchange 
category. 


This plan, which would be expected to 
lead eventually to complete domestic 
production of spinning machinery, fol- 
lows the pattern of the CDI plan for the 
production of motor trucks in Brazil 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 29, 
1954, p. 12). 


Under the proposed plan, manufac- 
turers interested in establishing a spin- 
ning machinery plant in Brazil would 
present a progressive program whereby 
in the third year of installation imports 
of parts and accessories would represent 
a maximum of 20 percent of the total 
value of certain machinery, 50 percent 


of another machinery group, and 70 © 


percent of a third group. The propor- 
tions of these imported parts and ac- 
cessories would be reduced by the end 
of the fourth year of operation to 10 
percent of the total machinery value in 
the first group and 30 percent in the 
second and third groups, 

After the first factory for the pro- 
duction of cotton-spinning machinery 
had been installed, any additional fac- 
tories would be required to limit their 
importation of parts and accessories to 
the percentages applicable at the stage 
of industrial production reached by the 
first factory. 





Turkish Investment Law 
Translation Available 


An official English translation of the 
Turkish Foreign Investment Encourage- 
ment Law has been published in the 
Business Information Service, World 
Trade Series No. 563, April 1954. This 
translatfon supersedes that in World 
Trade Series No. 514, published in 
January 1954, immediately after the 
law was approved by the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. 

The official translation of the law 
differs from the earlier release in that 
it gives a more accurate translation of 
certain provisions and includes a few 
phrases omitted in the earlier transla- 
tion. Among the omissions were the 
following: 


Machines produced in Brazil by for- 
eign companies would have to be identi- 
cal to those manufactured at the time 
by the parent establishment. 


Authorization would be granted to 
import machinery and equipment for 
the installation of the new industry 
without exchange cover, as part of a 
capital investment, provided the mate- 
rial is not then manufactured in Brazil, 
and special exchange concessions would 
be granted in connection with the im- 
portation of parts and accessories for 
the completion of machines produced in 
Brazil. 





Sudan Reassures 
Foreign Investors 


The commercial affairs of Sudan and 
the new Government’s policy toward 
foreign investments were set forth in a 
statement from the Prime Minister de- 
livered by the Minister of Economy and 
Commerce before the Sudan House of 
Representatives on April 6. ° 

Three fundamental points of the 
statement were as follows: 

e@ The Government will do everything 
in its power to maintain public security, 
and foreign business may proceed with 
confidence. 

@ The Government welcomes foreign 
companies of good reputation which, 
without demanding special concessions, 
are willing to carry out in the Sudan, 
in conjunction with the Sudanese, use- 
ful construction projects which the 
Sudanese themselves cannot undertake. 

e The Government appreciates the 
cooperation between foreign business 
firms and the Sudanese in the past, and 
given that same cooperation in the fu- 
ture, it would have “no need to intro- 
duce legislation for the compulsory em- 
ployment of a Sudanese staff.” 

This speech was in response to a pub- 
lic request by the president of the Sudan 
Chamber of Commerce urging the Gov- 
ernment to issue a reassuring statement 
to foreign business firms in the Sudan, 
which had become apprehensive of their 
future status. 





e A clause in article 2 which denies 
the right of appeal from the decision of 
the foreign investment committee in re- 
gard to the assessment of foreign capital 
brought into Turkey. 

e A clause in article 1 entitling loans 
from abroad the same privileges as for- 
eign capital under the law. 

Cépies of the official translation may 
be obtained for 5 cents each from the 
Sales and Distribution Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any Field Office of the 
Department. 
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Greece Asks Bids 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the following equipment and 
materials: 

@ 125 single light standards with 2- 
meter brackets and 125 lighting units 
for these standards. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until May 24 by the Municipal- 
ity of Athens, Office of the Municipal 
Committee, Athinas Street, Athens. 

@ 50,000 rail anticreeping devices. 
Bids will be accepted until May 20 by 
the S.E.K. Railways, Purchasing De- 
partment, 39-b 3d September Street, 
Athens. 

@ 50 tarpaulins for freight cars. Bids 
wil] be accepted until May 22 by the 
S.E.K. Railways, Purchasing Depart- 
ment, 39-b 3d September Street, 
Athens. 

@ 200 metric tons of pig fron in 
blocks. Bids will be accepted until 
May 28 by the S.E.K. Railways, Pur- 
chasing Department, 39-b 3d Septem- 
ber Street, Athens. 

@ 60,000 kilograms of shipbottom 
paints for surface vessels, 6,000 kilo- 
grams of shipbottom paints for sub- 
marines, 6,000 kilograms of boot-top- 
ping materials, and 2,000 kilograms of 
stopping materials for hulls. Bids will 
be accepted until May 22 by the State 
Procurement Service, 29 Churchill 
Street, Athens. 

@ 350,000 packs of playing cards for 
the State Monopoly. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until May 28 by the State Pro- 
curement Service, 29 Churchill Street, 
Athens. 

@ 5 tons of special statistical paper 
for statistical and accounting machines. 
Bids will be accepted until May 24 by 
IKA—Social Insurance Institute, Sup- 
ply Department, 35 Churchill Street, 
Athens. 

@ 2 metric tons of spreader-sticker 
materials. Bids will be accepted until 
May 28 by the Agricultural Bank of 
Greece, Permanent Supplies Commit- 





Iraq Invites Bids on New 
Road Bridge Construction 


The Development Board of the Gov- 
ernment of Iraq is inviting bids until 
July 12 for the construction of a road 
bridge over the Lesser Zab River near 
Taq-Taq, together with all piers and 
abutments. 

The contract documents and bidding 
instructions may be inspected at the 
Embassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C. Copies of these 
documents may be obtained until June 
12 from the Directorate General of 
Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, Iraq, or Goode & Partners, 
9 Victoria Street, London S. W. 1, Eng- 
land, upon payment of 25 Iraqi dinars 
(1 Iraqi dinar=US$2.80 par value). 

Bids must be accompanied by a de- 
posit of 10,000 Iraqi dinars. 
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on Nine Items 


tee, 23 El, Verizelou Avenue, Athens. 


@ Surgical and hospital equipment. 
Bids will be accepted until May 28 by 
the S.E.K. Personnel Mutual Assist- 
ance Fund, 31 El. Venizelou Avenue, 
Athens. 

Copies of the specifications may be 
obtained for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729 15th Street, 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


Italy Allotted Funds 
For Farm Products 


A new allotment of $18.5 million to 
finance the procurement of surplus 
U. S. cotton, tobacco, and tallow for 
Italy has been announced by the For- 
eign Operations Administration. The 
funds were made available under sec- 
tion 550 of the Mutual Security Act of 
1953. 

Against this allotment, authorizations 
have been approved for $15° million 
worth of raw cotton and $2 million 
worth of tallow and other animal fats 
and oils. 

Out of previously announced similar 
allotments, authorizations have been 
issued for ocean transportation amount- 
ing to $1,250,000 for Yugoslavia and 
$600,000 for Taiwan (Formosa), as well 
as $220,000 for purchase of surplus 
peanuts for Norway. 

Section 550 provides that between 
$100 million and $250 million of mutual 
security appropriations for the current 
fiscal year shall be used to finance sur- 
plus U. S. agricultural commodities to 
be sold to friendly countries for’ local 
currencies. These proceeds may be used 
by the United States for any of several 
purposes specified by section 550, 

Of the lire paid for the commodities 
by Italy, the equivalent of $18.2 million 
will be used by the United States as 
offshore procurement funds, to buy 
military equipment and supplies pro- 
duced in Italy, The remaining $300,000 
equivalent will finance economic devel- 
opment projects irf Somalia, the former 
Italian colony in East Africa known as 
Italian Somaliland, which is now ad- 
ministered by Italy under United Na- 
tions trusteeship. 

FOA had allotted as of April 29 a 
total of $235,385,000 under section 550 
to finance such surplus commodity sales 
to the United Kingdom, Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany, Norway, Taiwan, Fin- 
land, Yugoslavia, Israel, Spain, Afghan- 
istan, Japan, France, the Netherlands, 
and Italy. Out of these allotted funds, 
FOA had issued procurement authori- 
zations for specific commodities totaling 
$207,845,000. 





—— 


Cuban Railways To Buy 
Equipment, Materials 


Bids are invited until May 22 by the 
Western Railways of Cuba, for the 
ply of equipment and materials needed 
to carry out a minimum rehabilitation 
plan. The major items listed in the 
call for bids are six 800-hp. diesel-eles. 
tric locomotives, 1,103 tons of 80-Ib, 
rails, 2,051 tons of 100-Ib. rails, and § 
hopper-type ballast cars. A 
list of requirements is obtainable from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, US, De. 
ee cage of Commerce, Washington 35, 
B.C 

Quotations should be sent direct to 
the Administrative Offices, Western 
Railways, Central Station, Havana, 
Cuba, and must be accompanied by a 
deposit equal to 10 percent of the valu 
of the amount quoted as a guarantes 
that delivery will be made before No 
vember 30, 1954. 

The items on which bids are being 
invited are those considered most ur 
gently needed to effect immediate im 
provement in operating conditions with 
minimum expenditure. Western Rail 
ways also has released a_ statement 
outlining in general the long-range 
objectives and listing material and 
equipment required for a 5-year major 
rehabilitation program. A _ copy of 
this statement also is available upon 
request from the Commercial Intel- 
gence Division. 





Mysore in Market 


For Small Tractors 


The Special Superintendent, Lift Ir 
rigation Scheme, Government of My- 
sore, Bangalore, India, wishes to Gi 
tact manufacturers of a special type of 
small tractor suitable for plowing 3 
5 acres of land. 

The tractor should be driven by an 
electric low-speed motor, preferably 5 
hp., but not exceeding 7% hp, am 
operating on 440 volts a. c. (4-wire sy* 
tem). A flexible connection which winé 
and unwinds on a drum as the tractor 
moves back and forth across a field also 
may be needed. 

Descriptive pamphlets and literature 
may be sent to the above address, The 
American Consulate General, Madras, 
India, would appreciate receiving copies 
of any communications relating to ti 
inquiry. 


F. Cameroon Offers Coffee 


The Director of Economic Affaits, 
French Cameroon Government, 
French Cameroon, invites inquiries from 
U. S. importers of coffee, and asks 
interested parties specify whether they 
import Robusta or Arabica, 
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Bids Sought for Work 


On Tunnel in Iraq 


Bids are invited until June 22 by the 
Development Board of Iraq, for the 
gnstruction of a diversion tunnel and 
gbsidiary works for the Derbend-i- 
Khan project on the Diyala Sirwan 
fiver, about 35 kilometers southwest of 
falabja and some 300 kilometers north- 
ast of Baghdad. 

The work includes the following: 
Qpen excavation (common and rock), 
04,000 cubic meters; excavation (tun- 
pel), 9,000 cubic meters; concrete (all 
dasses), 5,000 cubic meters; form work 
(all types), 5,000 square meters; steel 
rinforcement, 45,000 kilograms. 

Contract documents may be obtained 
wtil June 8 subject to a charge of 15 
agi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar~US$2.80 
pr value) or equivalent, from the 
Embassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Ave- 
me NW., Washington, D. C., or the of- 
fee of the consulting engineers, Harza 
Engineering Co., 400 West Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Bids will be accepted only from firms 
having had experience with projects of 
similar character and size, and must be 
accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
of 10,000 Iraqi dinars. 


New Bid Deadline Set for 
Radial Gates for Thailand 


The Thai Irrigation Department has 
postponed until June 2 the closing date 
for bids on 16 radial gates with hoists. 

The invitation to bid was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
15, 1954, page 21. Copies of the specifica- 
tions are available for review purposes 
om loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent to the American 
Embassy, Bangkok, Thailand, for trans- 
mittal to the Royal Irrigation Depart- 
Ment, in accordance with that Depart- 
ment’s regulations. 


Cairo Utility To Purchase 
Transformer Equipment 


The Cairo Electricity and Gas Ad- 
ministration is inviting bids until May 
S for thé supply and delivery of trans- 
former equipment. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt to the. Di- 
tector General, Cairo Electricity and 
Gas Administration, 53 Fouad el Awal 
Street, Cairo, Egypt, and must be ac- 
“mpanied by a provisional deposit of 
2 percent of the value of the contract. 











French imports of leaf tobacco from 
the United States in 1954 are expected 
reach 15 million pounds compared 
With 6 million pounds in 1953 and 68 
million pounds in 1952.—Emb., Paris. 


May 10, 1954 


Iran in Market To Purchase 
Rollers, Trucks, Graders 


The Ministry of Roads in Tehran, 
Iran, is accepting bids until May 30 for 
about $3 million worth of road ma- 
chinery, including rollers, trucks, and 
graders. It is reported that payment 
will be made in 3 equal installments 
over a period of 3 years. . 

The bidder is required to deposit with 
the Bank Melli in Tehran a sum equal 
to 5 percent of the value of the contract 
in the form of a 3-month bank guaranty, 
or cash if the amount is less than 1 
million rials (90 rials=US$1). 


Australian Flying Club Asks 
For Data on Helicopters 


The Aero Club of Southern Tasmania, 
Australia, wishes to receive information 
on specifications, price, and delivery of 
small and medium-size helicopters with 
two to four seats. 

Interested firms are invited to com- 
municate with L. L. Jones, the Aero 
Club of Southern Tasmania, Cambridge 
Aerodrome, Cambridge, Tasmania, Aus- 
tralia. The American Consulate at Mel- 
bourne, Australia, would appreciate re- 
ceiving copies of such correspondence. 








IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literdture, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), on a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


Ireland—Woodford, Bourne & Co., 
Ltd. (wholesaler and retailer of food- 
stuffs and liquors), 64 Patrick St., 
Cork, offers to export direct or through 
agent Scotch whisky in casks contain- 
ing 53 British gallons (1 U. S. gal.=—4/5 
British gal.). The whisky is said to be 
more than 5 years old, and available in 
any proof desired by purchaser. 


Chinaware and Ceramics: 


Germany—Heinrich zum Hingste (ex- 
porter), Stintbruecke 1, Bremen, offers 
to export direct or through agent china- 
ware and ceramics. 


Floor Coverings: 

Japan—Kozo Yamada Co. (Yamada 
Kozo Shokai) (manufacturer and ex- 
porter), 1 Midoro-cho 3-chome, Nada 
Ku, Kobe, offers to export’ direct wool 
mixed and cotton fiooked rugs, in any 
dimensions up to 14’x22’. Samples avail- 
able.* 


Foodstuffs: 


Italy—S. A. ‘Tommaso  D’Apolito 
(packer and exporter), Corso Novara 





Traveling Crane Wanted 
In New Zealand 


Bids are invited until July 27 
by the New Zealand State Hydro- 
Electric Department at Welling- 
ton, for the supply and delivery of . 
one 120-ton, 4-motor electric over- 
head traveling crane. 


A copy of the specifications is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or the Office of the Com- 
mercial Counsellor, New Zealand 
Embassy, 1346 Connecticut Ave- 
nue NW., Washington, D. C. 











20, Naples, offers to export direct high- 
grade shelled and unshelled walnuts 
and filberts, and cherries in’ brine. 


Forest Products: 


French Cameroon (Africa)—Les Bois 
du Cameroun (sawmill, wholesaler and 
exporter of lumber), Esaka, wishes to 
develop a U. S. market. for various 
kinds of wood found in the Southern 
Cameroon, including Ilomba (Akomu), 
Doussie, Bubinga, and Azobe. Samples 
of these woods and technical descrip- 
tions (in French) are available.* 


Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Guarana: 


Brazil—Pinto Comercial Ltda. (pro- 
ducer and exporter), Rua Dr. Pereira 
Barreto 486, Manaus, Amazonas, offers 
to export direct guarana seeds, and 
guarana in stick form (rolls), 50 tons 
each annually. 


Gum: 
Turkey—Sukru Karamehmetoglu 
(manufacturer, exporter), 11-12 Os- 


maniye Caddesi, Mirkelam Han, Izmir, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
styrax gum, 97 percent cleaned. Firm 
states it has in stock 40 metric tons 
which it will sell in small consign- 
ments. Price information available.* 


Hides and Skins: 


Singapore—N. S. Isaac & Sons (im- 
porter of textiles and general merchan- 
dise, exporter of salted skins), P. O. 
Box 706, Singapore, offers to export 
direct first and second grades of wet 
salted crocodile skins. 


Peat Moss: 

Germany—Heinrich zum Hingste (ex- 
porter), Stintbruecke 1, Bremen, offers 
to export direct or through agent peat 
moss. 

Timepieces: 

Germany—Heinrich zum Hingste (ex- 
porter), Stintbruecke 1, Bremen, offers 


to export direct or through agent 
cuckoo clocks. 
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Tools: 

Japan-——-Western Tool Manufacturing 
Co. (Yokoyama Kinzoku Kosakusho) 
(manufacturer and exporter), Central 
P. O. Box 1045, Kobe, offers to export 
direct fine-quality solid center auger 
bits, in sizes from 4/16” to 16/16”. 
Specifications available.* 

Vans: 

Treland—Lisnagar Estates, Lid. 
(Buildings Limited) (manufacturer's 
representative and exporter), Lisnagar, 
Rathcormac, County Cork, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent 4-wheel 
trailers for transporting 1 or 2 horses. 
Illustrated brochure available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 


Belgium—Poudrerie Royale de Wet- 
teren Cooppal & Co. (manufacturer of 
explosives), 13 rue d’Arenberg, Brussels, 
wishes to purchase direct from U. S. 
manufacturer potassium perchlorate, 
specifications Jan-P 217 of a fineness of 
3 to 5 microns. 

Germany—Carl Heinr. Stoeber K. G. 
(importing distributor), B Chilehaus, 
Hamburg 1, wishes to purchase direct 
50 tons of titanium dioxide, quality 89 
percent-100 percent anatas and rutile. 

Foodstuffs: 

Australia—J. Ambrose Pty., Ltd., 714 
Princeton Highway, Kogarah, N. S. W., 
is interested, in obtaining a supply of 
crab apple pulp for the manufacture of 
crab apple jelly. Firm desires to order 
only a small shipment to determine 
whether a profitable business could be 


developed on the basis of imported 
pulp. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Hair (animal): 


Germany—August Strehl, Pinselfab- 
rik (manufacturer of brushes), 290 
Ansbacherstrasse, Bechhofen, Bavaria, 
wishes to purchase direct horse and 
cattle hair for use in manufacturing 
brushes. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Agricultural Equipment: 

France—Etablissements Kirpy 
(Forges & Ateliers de la Garonne) 
(manufacturer of all types of plows), 
Layrac, Lot-et-Garonne, wishes to ob- 
tain agencies for modern farm equip- 
ment, machinery, and agricultural im- 
plements, with the exception of plows. 


Chemicals: 
New Zealand—John Stern & Co., Ltd. 
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(manufacturers’ agent and importer), 
120 Adelaide Road, Wellington, wishes 
to obtain exclusive agency from U, S. 
producer of lump sulfur, 99.5 percent 


minimum purity. 

Clothing and Accessories: 

Union of South Africa—J. Ellis Crof- 
ton (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ rep- 
resentative), P. O, Box 4617, Johannes- 
burg, wishes to obtain agency for men’s 
and ladies’ nylon hosiery. 


Drugs ang Pharmaceuticals: 

Ireland—Kevin A. Dowdall, Ltd. (im- 
porting distributor and _ wholesaler), 
Lad Lane, Baggot St., Dublin, wishes 
to obtain agency for actinomycin. 


Forest Products: 

New Zealand—John Stern & Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturers’ agent and importer), 
120 Adelaide Road, Wellington, desires 
to obtain agency for redwood and Doug- 
las fir timber, No. 1 shop, 6” to 12” 
in width, 2” thick, and in lengths of 18’ 
to 24’. Firm wishes to act only on an 
exclusive agency basis, soliciting orders 
in New Zealand and placing orders on 
behalf of New Zealand consumers on 
a commission basis. 


Hardware: 


Egypt—W. A. Willard & Co. (manu- 
facturers’ agent), 78 Sharia el Azhar, 
Cairo, desires to obtain agency for hard- 
ware, including locks, 


Metals: 


New Zealand—John Stern & Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturers’ agent and importer), 
120 Adelaide Road, Wellington, wishes 
to obtain agency for hot rolled mild 
steel strip in coils, welding quality. 
Specifications: Rolled edges, 18”x\” 
and 18”x3/16", also other items from 
10” widths and wider; equivalent to 
British Standard Specifications.15. Firm 
wishes to act on an exclusive agency 
basis, soliciting orders in New Zealand 
and placing orders on behalf of New 
Zealand consumers on a commission 
basis. 


Scrap Metal: 

Italy—Socomi-Trading, S. R. L. (im- 
porting distributor and commission 
merchant), Galleria del Corso 2, Milan, 
wishes to obtain agency for the follow- 
ing aluminum and zine scrap: 200 met- 
ric tons per month of aluminum scrap 
(99/100 and over) of motors, motor 
oil sumps, pistons, package foils, cut- 
tings, etc.; and 200 metric tons per 
month of zinc scrap, 97/100 and over. 

Textiles: 

Union of South Africa—J. Ellis Crof- 
ton (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ rep- 
resentative), P. O. Bok 4617, Johannes- 
burg, desires to obtain agencies for 
ladies’ dress materials suitable for the 
manufacturing trade and _ wholesale 
merchants, and furnishing fabrics for 
the wholesale and retail trades, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 


biidicad | 








England—aA,. J. Chambers, represent. . 


ing Projectile & Engineering Co, Lid. 


(manufacturer and exporter of spegial 
woodworking machinery and plastic 
molding machines), Acre St., Battersea, 
London, S. W. 8, is interested in oh. 
taining a U. S. agent for plastic mold. 
ing machinery. Scheduled to arrive late 
in May, via New York, for a visit of 
2 weeks. U. S. address: c/o British 
Consulate General, 350 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, and cities in the Middle West, 
Germany—Helga Doering, represent. 
ing Neusaat GmbH Fritz Doering @ 
Co. (manufacturer), Bergisch-Born, 
wishes to visit U. S. firms interested 
in seed cleaning, treating, and drying 
machines, and to investigate the market 
possibilities for his firm’s products in 
the United States. Scheduled to arrive 
May 19, via New York, for a visit of 
6 to 8 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Henry 
R. Jahn & Son, Inc., 7 Water St., New 
York 4, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, and other large cities. 
Germany—Wilhelm Rest, represent- 
ing Elektro Isolier 
Wilhelm Ruppert (manufacturer of 
electrotechnical material), Wahn-Rhid, 
is interested in visiting manufacturers 
of plastics, and requests information 
concerning processes and new uses of 
plastics. Was scheduled to arrive May 


6, via New York, for a visit of 2 
months. U. S. address: c/o Atalanta 


Trading Corp., 77-79 Hudson St., New 
York 13, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Sche 
nectady, and other large cities. 
Treland—Samuel F. Thompson, rep 
resenting F. H. Thompson & Son, Lid 
(baker, retailer, and exporter of fruit 





Machine Shop Equipment 
Wanted by Thailand 


Bids are invited until May 21 
by the Thai Government for the 
supply of machiné shop equipment, 
tools, and supplies for a repair 
shop to be set up by the Depart- 
ment of Irrigation, Ministry of 


Agriculture, 
A detailed list of the equipment 
needed is available for review 


purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. &. 


ington 25, D. C. 
rector-General, Department of It- } 


rigation, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Bangkok, Thailand, 











Foreign Commerce Weekly 


Industrie Wahn, — 


Department of Commerce, Wash- ] 


Bids should be sent to the Di- } 
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and other cakes, and bread), 53 Mae- 
Curtain, St., Cork, is interested in ex- 
porting cakes and biscuits, and in U. S. 
s of manufacturing bread, 
cakes, and biscuits. He is also interested 
in laundries. Was scheduled to arrive 
aatly in May, via New York, for a visit 
of 5 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Coras 
fractala Teo, Ireland House, 33 E. 50th 
st, New York 22, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Boston, Washington, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Buffalo, and Chicago. 
Japan—Masakazu Kubo, representing 
Asahi Kizai Co., Ltd. (Asahi Kizai Ka- 
pushiki Kaisha) (importer and exporter 
of construction materials and machin- 
ery), No. 6 Kyobashi 2-chome, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo, is interested in building mate- 
rials and construction machinery... Was 
scheduled to arrive April 21, via Seattle, 
for a month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Statler Hotel, 930 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, Calif. Itinerary: Seattle, Port- 
land, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and 
New York. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 

' vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has published the following 
new trade lisis of which mimeo- 
ay copies may be obtained 
y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $1 a 
list for each country. 


Most of these lists are now pref- 


aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and industry data collected 
in the course of compiling each 
list. Brief extracts from these 
data follow each title for which 
such data are available. 

Business Firms—Saudi_ Arabia.—The 
country, arid save for an occasional 
oasis, is unable to produce sufficient 
—. or industrial products to 
sati minimum consumer require- 
ments. The value of imports from the 
United States alone in 1952 was ap- 
proximately $90 million, financed large- 
ly by income derived from the petrole- 
um industry. 

Since the opening of the railroad 
between Dammam, on the east coast, 
and Riyadh, in the central part of the 
country, there has been a shift in 
the percentage of importation through 
Jidda, the Red Sea port. Dammam now 
is handling more than half of incoming 
goods, and many firms are opening 
branches on the east coast. 

Except for small shipments of hides 
and wool, no significant exports are 
Made other than oil, nor are there 
‘ty domestic industrial firms whose 
effect has been felt locally. No ap- 
preciable agricultural surpluses are 
aWailable for export. The importation 
of phonographs, movie cameras, pro- 
‘tors, and alcoholic beverages is pro- 

ited 

Confectionery Importers, Dealers, 
aad Manufacturers—Spain.—The out- 
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India Invites..Bids on 
Maintenance Items 


The Government of India is in- 
viting. bids until June 8 for the 
supply, of 24 tender fire domestic 
and maintenance spares for chassis 
and special equipment. 

Bidding documents, identified as 
Tender No. P/SM-1/25272-E/III, 
may be obtained, for $2.50 per set, 
from the Director, India Supply 
Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue NW., Washington 8, D. C. 

Bids should be sent to the Di- 
rector-General of Supplies and 
Disposals, Shahjahan Road, New 
Delhi, India. 











put of the confectionery industry is 
more than adequate to meet domestic 
requirements. Among 1,300 chocolate 
manufacturers, fewer than 100 account 
for 80 percent of total production. 
Regional specialties, such as_ turron 
(nougat) and mazapan (marzipan) are 
produced from local materials. Most in- 
gredients for the industry are of‘ do- 
mestic origin, except cacao, which 
comes from Spanish Guinea. In short- 
age years sugar has been imported, 
principally from Cuba. 

Practically no finished candy or con- 
fectionery is imported through normal 
trade channels. Small quantities of 
chewing gum, largely of VU. S. origin, 
reach the Spanish market. 

Turron and mazapan are exported in 
volume to Cuba and other Latin Amer- 
ican countries. Exports to the United 
States have been negligible. The indus- 
try is prepared to supply turron and 
other candies of high quality if a mar- 
ket can be developed in the United 
States. All imports and exports are 
subject to license and foreign exchange 
controls are rigid. 


Dental Supply Houses—Burma.—Den- 
tal supplies and equipment are not 
manufactured and consequently have to 
be imported. Primary sources are the 
United Kingdom, Switzerland, Ger- 
many, and Japan. The use of modern 
equipment per capita is low, but plans 
to expand health and welfare facilities 
may result in significant imports in 
the next 5 to 10 years. All imports pay- 
able in dollars are subject to license. 
The Government’s policy is to restrict 
imports from the dollar area to those 
essential items not economically ob- 
tainable from soft-currency sources. 


Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters — Dominican Republic. — Lum- 
ber production is largely for local needs 
and supplies most local consumption. 
Lumber imports are small, and con- 
sist largely of plywood. Exports have 
been decreasing continually in the past 
3 years, as duties and restrictions have 
made such exports increasingly difficult. 


Exports totaled about $3 million’ in 
1952 and approximately $300,000 in the 
first 9 months of 1953. Restrictions have 
been imposed to encourage local furni- 
ture manufacturing and the curio busi- 
ness. Pine is the leading sawmill prod- 
uct, and mahogany is used extensively. 
There is no teak, balsa, or cocobolo 
wood in the Republic. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Canada. : 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers — Switzerland. — 
Switzerland has a highly developed me- 
dicinal and toilet preparations industry. 
Most imports of these products come 
from the United States, followed by 
France, Germany, and Great Britain. 

Principal export markets are Ger- 
many, Italy, the United States, and 
France. The country exports approxi* 


‘mately twice as much, by weight, of 


perfumes and cosmetics as it imports; 
pharmaceutical exports are approxi- 
mately four times as large as imports. 
The import and export of medicinal 
and toilet preparations is gerierally 
free. Important exceptions are antibi- 
otics and insulin, for which permits 
are necessary. 





Mexican Prices ... 
(Continued from Page 5) , 


decreed during the quarter may affect 
some luxury items adversely. 

A quiet year in labor matters was 
indicated by first-quarter developments. 
Several contracts are scheduled for 
examination and renewal, including 
those of the telephone, rubber, and tex- 
tile industries. Agreement without too 
much difficulty between management 
and workers was foreseen in all these 
fields. 

Index Indicates Stable Prices 


The February general wholesale-price 
index was 396.7 (1939=100). Prices 
were virtually stable for more than 12 
months, according to this index. 

The cost-of-living index (1939=100) 
showed no significant change in the 
preceding 12 months. In March 1953 
it stood at 449.9 and in February 1954 
at 445.4: The food subindex varied only 
slightly in that period. 

The Bank of Mexico’s industrial- 
production indexes for the last quarter 
of 1953 showed sharp increases in the 
mining. and electric-power sectors. 

Efforts to strengthen internal mar- 
kets through the workers’ augmented 
buying power were indicated by the 
Minister of Economy’s statement that 
“low salaries and high profits are a 
fundamental cause of the weakness of 
the national market and constitute a 
great obstacle to industrial develop- 
ment.” He urged that firms maintain 
the production and employment level 
even though this would temporarily 
occasion modest profit rates.—Emb., 
Mexico, D. F. 
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ra Books 
““ Reports 


The European Textile Industry in 1953. 
Paris, Organization for European Eco- 
nomic- Cooperation. 1954. 49 pp. 50 
cents. 


This report, prepared by the OEEC 
Textile Committee, surveys the trend of 
the textile industry in member coun- 
tries for 1952-53. 

The general survey covers produc- 
tion, home consumption, price trends, 
and international trade. Trends of the 
cotton, wool, and manmade fiber indus- 
tries are covered in separate chapters. 

The report shows that Europe’s tex- 
tile production, after falling steadily for 
the first 3 quarters of 1952, recovered 
substantially in the fourth quarter and 
continued its recovery through the first 
half of 1953. In most countries, however, 
production remained slightly below the 
peak figures reached in 1950-51, particu- 
larly in the wool and cotton industries. 

Output of synthetic fibers increased 
rapidly, according to the study. Produc- 
tion rose from 9,000 tons in 1950 to more 
than 18,000 tons in 1952, with an esti- 
mated increase to 37,000 tons in 1953. 

While the report points out the diffi- 
culty of assessing future prospects for 
the industry, a reasonable measure of 
stability is indicated for the immediate 
future. 

Numerous tables and charts on pro- 
duction, employment levels, and interna- 
tional trade in textiles are included in 
the survey. 

The report may be purchased from 
the OEEC Mission, Publications Office, 
2002 P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


European Agriculture—A Statement of 
Problems. A United Nations publica- 
tion. New York. Columbia University 
Press, 1954. 83 pp. 80 cents. 

This study provides a comprehensive 
analysis of agricultural policy and de- 
velopment in Eastern European coun- 
tries, including problems and policy 
changes of the past 12 months, and a 
discussion of the difficulties facing West- 
ern European agriculture, which, the 
report states, are now becoming more 
acute as markets weaken. Separate 
chapters cover productivity, relation of 
demand and production, agricultural 
policies in Western and Eastern Europe, 
and the problems of international trade 
and protection in agricultural products. 

The main theme is the need for Euro- 
pean agriculture to increase its produc- 
tivity and thus cut food production 
costs. “In all countries of southern and 
eastern Europe,” the report states, “the 
main goal for agricultural policy is to 
remove the twofold obstacle of low 
yields and low productivity of agricul- 


tural labor, thereby making it possible 
to bring about that increase in food 
production needed to raise rural stand- 
ards of living and to provide the basis 
for further industrial development.” 

The analysis indicates that one of the 
main ways to increase both land and 
labor productivity is to raise output of 
livestock products and fruit and vege- 
tables. 

The study, prepared jointly by the 
Secretariats of the Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe and the Food and Agri- 
culture Organization of the United Na- 
tions, contains 33 tables and 4 charts. 


Commodity Trade Statistics, January- 
September 1953. A United Nations 
publication. New York. Columbia 
University Press, March 1954. 407 
pp-- $1 per copy. Annual subscrip- 
tion, $4 for 4 issues. 


Quarterly world commodity trade 
figures by countries. of origin and desti- 
nation, cumulative from January 1, 
classified according to the Standard In- 
ternational Trade Classification (SITC), 
are given in tabular form for the period 
January-September 1953 for 22 coun- 
tries. 

In addition, this issue covers the 
principal exports in the same period 
for 10 other countries and territories, 

Since the tables are intended to sum- 
marize the movement of commodities 
in international trade and to promote 
international comparability of the data, 
values have been converted to U. S. 
dollars, and, wherever pessible, quanti- 
ties are shown in metric units. 


Bolivia—A Land Divided, by Harold 
Osborne. London. The Royal Insti- 
tute of International Affairs. 1954. 
144 pp. $2.50. 


This book, written by a former First 
Secretary of the British Embassy at 
La Paz, begins with a detailed descrip- 
tion of Bolivia’s geography and geolo- 
gy, and goes on to describe its history, 
its people, and its politics. Special at- 
tention is given to the national econo- 
my in a chapter covering foreign trade, 
natural resources, industry, and finance. 

The author points out that Bolivia is 
a land of enormous natural wealth, but 
that there are many obstacles to be sur- 
mounted before the country’s potential- 
ities can be exploited. 

The book may be purchased from 
the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, Publications Office, 345 East 
46th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


Paraguay—A _ Riverside Nation, by 
George Pendle. London. The Royal 
Institute of International Affairs. 
1954. 115 pp. $2.50. 

After giving a brief description of 

Paraguay’s physical characteristics, 

the author traces the Republic’s history 

from the coming of the Spaniards to 

recent revolutionary movements. 
Urban and rural life, public health, 

social legislation, and U. S. financial 





BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


The following new Business Informa. 
tion Service releases, published by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, am 
available from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, o@ 
from the Department’s Field Offices 
Orders should be accompanied by re. 
mittances made payable to the Treas. 
urer of the United States. 

The Business Information Service also 
is available on a _ subscription basis, 
Part 2 of this Service, which consists 
of the World Trade Series and the Ip. 
ternational Trade Statistics Series jg. 
sued by BFC, is $5 a year to domestic 
subscribers and $6.75 to foreign, 

Austria—Regulations Governing the 
Entry of Baggage and Effects. April 
1954. World Trade Series No. 560, 2 pp, 
5 cents. 

Application of Import Tariff System 
of Iceland, April 1954. World Trade 
Series No, 561. 2 pp. 5 cents. 

Establishing a Business in the Federal 
Republic of Germany and Western Ber- 
lin. April 1954. World Trade Series No, 
562. 32 pp. 35 cents. 

Turkey—Foreign Investment Encour- 
agement Law. April 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 563. 5 pp. 5 cents. 














and technical aid are described; and an 
economic section covers natural tf 
sources, transport and communications, 
industry, trade, and finance. 

The effect of Paraguay'’s geographi 
cal isolation on social and economic 
development is discussed in the cor 
cluding chapter, and an appendix ir 
cludes tables on agricultural and induw- 
trial production, principal exports and 
imports, and national income. 

The book may be purchased frm 
the Publications Office of the Royal I+ 
stitute of International Affairs, % 
East 46th Street, New York 17, N.% 





U. S. Training... 
(Continued from Page 9) 


and Colombia; Iran, Israel, and Jordat} 
Panama and the Philippines. 

Participants under the program must 
be fluent in English, have a uni 
degree or its equivalent, and 5 0 
years of experience in business or in# 
government or private group having 
economic development functions. 
cations are not received in the 
States, but are presented, through for 
eign governments, to U. S. Operation 
Missions (Foreign Operations Admini 
tration), U. S. Embassies, or 
Nations offices abroad. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Peemanent Trade Center 
Qrganized in S. Africa 


Exhibits covering a 5-acre area al- 
peady have been set up at the new 
Mercantile Mart in Johannesburg, Un- 
jn of South Africa. Organized to pro- 
yide-a permanent, year-round exhibit 
grea for products of Union and foreign 
manufacture, the mart ultimately will 
gecupy a 25-acre site. 


Landsborough Findlay (S. A.), Ltd, 
4 private company engaged primarily 
in the manufacture and distribution of 
earth-moving, agricultural, and other 
machinery, is sponsoring the mart, 
which was opened in November 1953 
at Park Central, Loveday Street South, 
adjacent to downtown Johannesburg. 
The promoters feel that there has long 
been a need for such an exhibit area. 

The Johannesburg Mart is being or- 
ganized along the lines of the Chicago 
Merchandise Mart and the Interna- 
tional House in New Orleans. The or- 
ganizers hope that domestic companies 
will establish selling offices on the 
grounds, as well as exhibits, and that 
eventually local companies will estab- 
lish head offices at the mart. Secre- 
farial, telephone, and translation serv- 
ies are to be available for visitors, and 
bus service connecting the mart with 
downtown Johannesburg is in operation, 


Halls To Be Erected 

Exhibitors may build their own pa- 
vilions, showrooms, hails, or offices on 
any part of the area for a monthly 
rental fee of 1 shilling (US$0.14) a 
square foot, calculated on the total 
area occupied. They may also rent 
space‘in the various halls to be erected 
by the mart at a monthly charge of 2 
shillings (US$0.28) a square foot for 
4a Maximum period of 2 years or for 
shorter periods. 

Manufacturers interested in exhibit- 
ing their products in the Union will be 
able to obtain noncurrency import per- 
mits from the Controller of Imports of 
the Union; such permits will allow 
goods to be imported for exhibition pur- 
poses, and goods so exhibited may be 
subsequently bought by importers hold- 
ing valid permits. 

A world trade directory report, dated 
December 31, 1953, has been submitted 
om Landsborough Findlay (S. A.), Ltd. 

Inquiries regarding the mart should 
be addressed to the Mercantile Mart, 


P.O. Box 5863, Johannesburg, Unien of 
South Africa. 





Treland’s imports of unmanufactured 
in 1953 totaled 17.3 million 
pounds compared with 16.2 million in 
the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture has reported. 

The United States supplied 16.6 mil- 
Pounds, mostly flue cured, or about 

% percent of total imports in 1953. 
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Varied Fairs Scheduled in Britain 
This Fall Invite Foreign Visitors 


Seven British fairs, scheduled in September, October, and Novem- 
ber, offer U. S. businessmen an opportunity to visit or participate in 
comprehensive displays of a wide range of products and services; 

The fields covered by the various exhibitions include antiques, retail 
display equipment, motor transport equipment, fabrics, medical and 


hospital supplies, and public works 
equipment, 
@ The Fourth Northern Antique 


Dealers’ Fair will be held at the Royal 
Hall, Harrogate, Yorkshire, September 
6-11. It will contain many fine examples 
of furniture of the early and mid-18th 
century, the “golden age” of English 
craftsmanship, along with more modest 
furniture. Exhibits will include fine old 
silver of the 17th and- 18th centuries, 
old English and European porcelain, old 
prints, and colorful carpets from central 
Asia. 


Antique dealers from Harrogate, 
Bradford, Sheffield, Chester, Newcastle, 
York, and North Wales are participat- 
ing. An illustrated handbook, suitable 
for future use as a reference book, will 
be distributed free to all visitors. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Hon. Secretary, Earle R. M. 
Brooke, Esq., “Ard-Coille,” 49 Hillcrest 
Rise, Cookridge, Leeds 6, England. 

@ Exhibitors at the National Display 
Exhibition, September 20-24, which will 
run concurrently with a convention on 
the same subject, will show all kinds of 
retail display equipment and methods. 
The 1951 exhibition attracted 7,000 ex- 
ecutives representing a variety of users 
of store equipment and multiple dis- 
plays. An even larger attendance is 
anticipated this year in view of the 
more comprehensive nature of the event. 

Prospective oversea visitors should 
write direct to: Exhibition and Conven- 
tion Office, 16, West Central Street, 
London, W. C. 1, England. 


Two Motor Shows Planned 


@ The International Commercial Mo- 
tor Transport Exhibition, to be held 
in Earls Court, London, September 24 to 
October 2, will cover a broad range of 
British and foreign commercial vehicles 
for passengers, goods, and special pur- 
poses and will be supported by displays 
of every conceivable type of tool ma- 
chine, supply, and service for equipping, 
maintaining, and repairing them. The 
exhibit should be of interest to all con- 
cerned with fleet operation, municipal 
services, and general road transporta- 
tion. Examples will be shown of devel- 
opments and progress made within the 
past 2 years, 

e@ Another “motor show” will be held 
in Earls Court, London, October 20-30. 
This show will be confined to the display 
of British and foreign private motor 
cars; special coachwork; motorboats 


e 





and marine engines; caravans and trail- 
ers; together with all the accessories, 
components, services, and. supplies es- 
sential to their upkeep and efficiency, 
About 613,000 persons including 5,292 
buyers from abroad attended the 10-day 
show in 1953. 

Both this show and the commerciat™ 
motor transport show will occupy the 
entire 270,000 square-foot display space 
of the Earls Court Exhibition building. 
All inquiries concerning the exhibitions 
should be addressed to the Exhibition 


“Manager, S. M. M. T., Ltd., 148 Picca- 


dilly, London, W. 1, England. 


@ At the National Fabrics Fair, to be 
held in- London, October 4-8, leading 
fabric manufacturers will show their 
new lines for the following season, both 
to makers-up and to retail buyers of 
fabrics. The fair will incorporate fashion 
parades displaying new materials, mod- 
eled for the first time in made-up form 
by leading couturiers ahd other creative 
designers. 

Every fiber group used in women’s 
wear textiles will be well represented, 
including cotton, wool, rayon, linen, silk, 
and all the synthetics. All important 
developments in textile finishes will be 
featured. Outstanding fabric develop- 
ments introduced at the national fabrics 
fairs of the past 2 years included dope- 
dyed dupion, reversible two-colored mil- 
anese, terylene fur fabric, and many 
notable developments in the blending of 
the new synthetics. 

Prospective visitors should contact 
“Fashions and Fabrics,” Drury House, 
Russell Street, Drury Lane, London, 
W. C. 2, England. 

@ The London Medical Exhibition is 
scheduled for November 15-19, at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, 
London, S. W. 1. This event is one of the 
largest of its kind and has been attended 
in past years by large numbers of medi- 
cal men from Britain and overseas, 

More than 120 manufacturers this 
year will exhibit medical preparations, 
surgical instruments, medical and hos- 
pital equipment, and the like, and will 
demonstrate the latest developments in 
medical and hospital practice. The latest 
films of medical interest will be shown, 
and the new issue of the “London Medi- 
cal Handbook” will be available to 
visitors. 

Official invitation tickets may be ob- 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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ACHEMA Exhibit Planned in 1955 Swiss Make Plans ie 


Early reservatiorfs for exhibit space 
at ACHEMA XI, the Chemical Appa- 
ratus and Equipment Congress and 
Exhibition, to be held in Frankfurt am 
Main, Germany, May 14-22, 1955, indi- 
cate that participation in the event 
will be on a broad scale. 


Already 62 foreign firms from 11 
different countries—Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Great Britain, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Liechtenstein, Lux- 
embourg, Switzerland, and the United 
States—have reserved stands. 


The: net exhibition space reserved is 
approximately 50 percent larger than 
that required for ACHEMA X of 1952. 
A total of 258,500 square feet will be 
needed in 1955 to house the many 
thousands of exhibits. ’ 

More than 600 firms from 12 differ- 
ent countries are expected to show both 
their regular lines and their latest de- 
velopments in the chemical apparatus 
and equipment field. The exhibits will 


be divided into the following groups,, 


Laboratory technique and _ practice, 
measuring control and regulating tech- 
nique and practice, materials, operation 
and production technique, and new 
chemical materials and products. Nu- 
merous pieces of machinery and ap- 
paratus used in science and industry 
will be shown in operation. 

The ACHEMA Yearbook, 1953-55, 
will be issued during the autumn of 
1954 as the first European catalog of 
the chemical apparatus and equipment 
industry. It will be a single, trilingual 


French Exhibitions To Be 
Held in U. S. in May, June 


A variety of French products—gloves, 
leather goods, and ladies’ accessories— 
will be displayed in the United States 
in May and June. 

An exhibition of French gloves will 
be held in New York City, May 10-14, 
in the showroom of the French Com- 
mercial Counselor, 610 Fifth Avenue, 
Room 414; and also in San Francisco, 
May 17-21, at the Palace Hotel, Market 
and New Montgomery Streets. 

French leather goods and _ ladies’ 
accessories will be exhibited in New 
York City, June 7-11, at the Vander- 
bilt Hotel, 34th Street and Park Ave- 
nue. Displays will include leather 
handbags; fancy evening bags, beaded, 
petit point, silk brocade, and velvet; 
personal and fancy leather goods, such 
as note cases, purses, wallets, cigarette 
cases, tobacco pouches, leather covered 
pipes, and ash trays; luggage; brief- 
cases; manicuring and sewing kits, 
toilet sets, etc.; and ladies’ and men’s 
belts. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from Mr. D’Albis at the French 
Expositions in the U. S., Inc., 610 Fifth 
Avenue, Room 414, New York 20, N.Y. 
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—English, French, and German—vol- 
ume, and will be free to all congress 
participants. 

Further information may be obtained 
from DECHEMA, Deutsche Gesell- 
schaft fuer chemisches Apparatewesen, 
Frankfurt am Main, West 13, Germany. 


Sweden Schedules 
12th St. Erik's Fair 


The St. Erik’s Fair, an international 
fair and a member of the “Union des 
Foires Internationales,” will be held in 
Stockholm, Sweden, August 28 through 
September 12. 

It is open to exhibitors from all coun- 
tries; and the aim of the fair is to 
create contacts between producers and 
merchants on one hand and the public 
on the other, in order to establish a po- 
tential market for the exhibited articles. 

Visitors at this year’s fair will see 
exhibits of all kinds of agricultural, 
forestry, and garden machinery, parts, 
and accessories; airplane and aircraft 
equipment; handicrafts; ceramics; build- 
ing material; office equipment; haber- 
dashery; household equipment and ap- 
pliances; luggage; medical apparatus, 
parts, and accessories; navigational in- 
struments and accessories; sports equip- 
ment; and hundreds of other exhibits. 

The 1953 trade fair was considered a 
great success; 2,011 exhibitors displayed 
articles on 120,000 square meters of 
space, and 25 countries, including 14 na- 
tional pavilions, participated. 

Further information may be obtained 
by writing to the St. Erik’s Fair, Lidin- 
govagen 10, Stockholm 26, Sweden. 








Varied Fairs... 
(Continued from Page 19) 


tained by medical men and hospital of- 
ficers on application to the British & 
Colonia} Druggist, Ltd., 194-200, Bish- 
opsgate, London, E. C. 2, England. 


Administrators To Meet 


@ The Public Works and Municipal 
Services Congress and Exhibition in 
Olympia, London, England, has come to 
be regarded by administrators, officials, 
technicians, contractors, and manufac- 
turers as one of the most important 
events of its kind, not only in the Brit- 
ish Commonwealth, but also in many 
oversea countries, It will be held this 
year November 15-20. 

The 250,000-square-foot space will be 
devoted to exhibits including all classes 
of materials, machinery, appliances, and 
equipment required for public works 
and municipal services. The latest ‘de- 
signs and products will be displayed by 
leading manufacturers. 

Attendance in 1952 exceeded 35,000 
persons from all parts of the world. This 
total included delegations from more 


Diversified Farm Show 


The Eleventh Swiss Exposition gf 
Farming, Forestry, and Gardening jg 
scheduled at Lucerne, Switzerland, Sep. 
tember 16 through October 11, 


The exposition, to be held on the Aj. 
mend (Common), at the foot of Mount 
Pilatus, will extend over an‘area of 200,. 
000 square meters, of, which 40,000 wij 
be under cover. Examples of typical 
Swiss restaurants, wine and a 
inns, and cake shops will provide a spe. 
cial attraction, 


All aspects of Swiss agriculture will fp 
presented, including statistical, graphi. 
cal, and natural exhibits on domestic 
agriculture; advertising and sales; agri. 
cultural cooperatives and private trade: 
dairying; horticulture; viticulture; gar. 
dening; sylviculture; technical develop. 
ments; accident prevention; and village 
life and culture. A special section wil 
be devoted to agriculture in mountain. 
ous areas, 


Sections on animal husbandry will in. 
clude horses, milch cows, slaughter cat. 
tle, hogs, goats, sheep, rabbits, poultry, 
and bees. Another section will show 
dogs, fishing, hunting, protection of wild 
birds and animals, and _ veterinary 
science. Farm machinery, implements 
and household aids will be prominently 
featured. 

Special days will be reserved for th 
showing of pedigreed cattle and other 
animals. The open-air shows will in 
clude the various methods of growing 
fruit, vegetables, and flowers. The dem 
onstrations of national customs, show 
jumping, wrestling, driving exhibition 
with carts and tractors, dog trials, eft, 
should be attractive to visitors from 
oversea nations. 

For further information write # 
Swiss Agricultural Exhibition, Postfad 
Lucerne 2, Switzerland. 





than 600 British local and public autha- 
ities and official representatives fromil 
Dominions, colonies, and countries over 
seas. Unofficial visitors this year may 
attend the congress sessions and view 
the exhibits. 

As public works and municipal set® 
ices in the United States and Grea 
Britain have similar objectives ai 
problems, the forthcoming congress aii 
exhibition should prove particularly #& 
tractive to U. S. administrators and 
ficials. 

Prospective oversea visitors shoul 
contact the Municipal Agency, Ltd., 0 
Victoria Street, London, S. W. 1, Eat 
land, 





Coconut oil exports from the Philip 
pines in March totaled 5,036 tons col 
pared with 4,978 tons in February 
2,992 tons in March 1953, according ® 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
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New Italy-U.S. Air 
Service Planned 


Linee <Aeree Italiane (LAT) 
will inaugurate a_ through-flight 
service from Naples to New York 
on June 1, Naples officials of the 
line have announced. 

‘Ynitially the new service is to 
be weekly. Planes will depart from 

Naples on Tuesdays at 5:05 p. m. 
“and arrive in New York at 11:20 
a.m. on Wednesdays. Stops en 
route are to be made in Paris, 
Shannon, and Boston. Eastbound 
the plane will depart New York 
at 6 p. m. on Wednesdays and 
arrive in Naples at 8:30 p. m. on 
Thursdays. DC-6B’s will be used 
on this route. 

Should this new weekly service 
prove successful, LAI officials may 
increase the service to two or 
possibly three flights a week. 











Largest Scandinavian 
Tank Vessel Launched 


The 32,250-deadweight ton tank ves- 
sel Bergeboss, built for the Snefonn 
Shipping Co. in Stavenger, Norway, has 
been launched by the Eriksberg ship- 
building yard in Goteborg, Sweden. 

The vessel was launched without any 
difficulties but because of its length and 
the comparative narrowness of the river 
o which the yard is located, special 
arrangements had to be made to stop 
the vessel before it reached the opposite 
shore. Its speed was reduced by the 
use of unusually heavy chains, totaling 
about 170 tons. 

The yard has orders on hand for the 
construction of a number of vessels of 
similar size, as well as for two vessels 
of 34,000 deadweight tons each. Orders 
for vessels up to 38,000 deadweight tons 
can be accepted by the yard. 


Egypt Eases Censorship for 
Tourists; Rail Rates Cut 


Tourists leaving Egypt will be ex- 
tmpted from censorship of documents, 
photographs, and films, the Egyptian 
Tourist Administration announced on 
April 6. 

The Egyptian State Railways also 
te offering rate reductions, rangipg 
from 35 to 39 percent, in an effort to 
attract travelers passing through the 
Suez Canal. Reduced rates will apply 
M both directions on the following 
Toutes: 

Between Port Tewfik, Suez, and Cairo 
and Alexandria, and between Port 
Tewfik and Cairo and Port Said, 
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New Hilton Hotel To 
Be Built in Cairo 


Construction and operation of a Hil- 
ton Hotel in Cairo, Egypt, is provided 
for in an agreement signed between the 
Bank Misr and the Hilton International 
Corp. on April 14. 

Final plans for the hotel are expected 
to be completed in about 4 months, 
when construction is expected to begin. 
Demolition of the Kasr el Nir bar- 
racks now on the site already has been 
started. It is reported that the hotel 
will contain approximately 400 rooms 
and will cost about E£2_ million 
(E£1 = US$2.87). 

The hotel is expected to be completed 
and ready for business some time in 
1956. No difficulty is foreseen in attract- 
ing sufficient tourists to Egypt to fill 
this hotel as well as the new Shep- 
heard’s (announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Mar. 29, 1954, p. 18), 
which is under construction. Additional 
tourists are expected to come prin- 
cipally from the United States and the 
Middle East. 

The Bank Misr and the Egyptian 
Government had previously entered into 
an agreement whereby the Govern- 
ment would provide 2,500 square meters 
of land on the banks of the Nile for 
75 years at the rate of E£1,000 per 
annum, The Bank Misr would form a 
corporation to construct the hotel, and 
the Government would guarantee a re- 
turn of 5 percent on invested capital to 
all shareholders of the corporation. In 
return the Government would receive 
one-half of all profits in excess of 6 
percent on the invested capital. 


Port Improvement Bonds 
Authorized by Spain 


A total of 475 million pesetas (38.95 
pesetas=US$1) in additional debt is- 
suances has been authorized by three 
laws published in the Spanish Official 
Bulletin of April 1, 1954. 

Proceeds are earmarked for port im- 
provements at Aviles, Pasajes, and La 
Coruna, to be distributed as follows: 
Aviles and Pasajes, 100 million pesetas 
each; and La Coruna, 275 million 
pesetas. Issuing authorities will be the 
corresponding port authorities. The 
bonds, to be issued at par, will bear 
5-percent interest, and are guaranteed 
by the Spanish State. 

An additional 125-million-peseta issue 
for the same purpose will be floated by 
the Port Authority of San Esteban de 
Pravia. This port, near Aviles, serves 
as the outlet for some of the important 
Asturian coal mines supplying. the 
Bilbao iron and steel industry. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 


Swedish Aircraft Firm 
Records Good Progress 


‘Sweden’s only private aircraft manu- 
facturer, the SAAB Aircraft Co. of -Lin- 
koping, is gradually developing facilities 
for producing all types of aircraft. 

Though the firm is producing several 
types of military aircraft exclusively, it 
still is interested in its one commercial 
design, the Scandia, which is being 
manufactured under SAAB license in 
Amsterdam. ! 


SAAB recorded a profit of 7,217,000 
crowns (1 crown=US$0.1933) for the 
financial year ended June 30, 1953, a 
considerable gain over the preceding 
year. The gain was due to increased 
sales, including small automobiles. The 
company’s investment program includes 
expansion of the workshops and con- 
struction of at least one new hangar of 
2,900 square meters. The average num- 
ber of people employed by SAAB during 
1952-53 was 5,302, of whom 1,970 were 
office workers. and 3,332 factory and 
operational employes. 





India Sets Up Program To 
Improve Port Facilities 


A new program for improved port fa- 
cilities in India to cost 22,441,000 ru- 
pees (1 rupee=US$0.21) during the re- 
maining 2 years of the Five-Year Plan 
has been announced by the Deputy 
Transport Minister of India. 


The ports to benefit under the pro- 
gram are: Chandbali and Gopalpur in 
Orissa State; Cuddalore, Negapatam, 
Kozhikode, Mangalore, and Tuticorin in 
Madras State; Kakinada and Masuli- 
patam in Andhra State; Alleppey, 
Trivandrum, and Quilon in Travancore- 
Cochin; Okha, Kumta, Vengurla, Kar- 
war, Broach, Ratnagiri, Mora, Billi- 
mora, and Dabhoi in Bombay State; 
Navlakhi, Veraval, Bedi, Porbandar, 
Bhavnagar, and Mahuva in Saurashtra 
State; Mandvi, Mundra, Jakhau, and 
Koteshwar in Kutch, 





TV Transmitting Station 
To Be Built in Colombia 


Two Colombian radio broadcasting 
firms, Emisoras Unidas of Barranquilla 
and Emisoras Fuentes of Cartagena, 
have announced plans for joint con- 
struction of a television transmitting 
station, By joining together, they hope 
to improve the quality of their radio 
programs. 

Preliminary negotiations with inter- 
ested foreign firms manufacturing tele- 
vision equipment are under way. 

The broadcasting companies antici- 
pate that the transmitting station 
may be in operation by December 1955. 
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U. K. Sells Interest in 
South Pacific Airlines 


Reorganization of Tasman Empire 
Airways and British Commonwealth 
Pacific Airlines was announced simul- 
taneously in Wellington, Canberra, and 
London on March 17. 

The United Kingdom sold its 20-per- 
cent interest in each of the two lines to 
Australia and withdrew entirely from 
both ventures. Qantas Empire Airways 
will take over the BCPA service to 
Vancouver and San Francisco as a 
wholly Australian-owned proposition. 
New Zealand is eliminated from partici- 
pation in the trans-Pacific service. 


Tasman Airways is now owned by the 
New Zealand and Australian Govern- 
ments on a 50-50 basis. TEAL will con- 
tinue to fly under the New Zealand flag 
and the chairman of the new board of 
directors will be a New Zealander. 

TEAL will take over the three BCPA 
DC-6’s at an early date and put them 
into service between New Zealand and 
Australia and between Auckland and 
Nandi, Fiji. Three of TEAL’s flying 
boats are to be sold but the other two 
will be retained temporarily for service 
between Wellington and Sydney and for 
the Coral route run between Auckland 
and Tahiti. DC-6’s will take over the 
Wellington-Sydney run as soon as the 
Paraparaumu airfield is declared ade- 
quate to handle aircraft of that size. 

The future of TEAL’s Pacific island 
service apparently has not been decided. 
It was reported that Australia would 
not be willing to share any operating 
deficits on the so-called Coral route. 





Vienna University Offers 
Course on Tourist Trade 


The Vienna University for Interna- 
tional Trade has introduced a course on 
tourist trade designed to provide ex- 
perts with theoretical and practical 
training, according to Austrian In- 
formation, vol. VII, No. 6, March 27, 
1954, published by the Austrian Infor- 
mation Service, 31 East 69th Street, 
New York 21, N, Y. 


The course will last four semesters 
and candidates will be required to take 
a final written and oral examination 
before a committee. Emphasis is placed 
on foreign languages, tourist trade ad- 
vertising, and the economic, legal, and 
social problems connected with the 
tourist trade. 


Detailed courses on air and ship 
travel also will be given. Courses will 
cover international regulations govern- 
ing civil aviation; economic collabora- 
tion between the airlines of the world, 
and their organization and technical re- 
quirements; and regulations on trans- 
portation of mail, passengers, and 
freight by air. Similar subjects will be 
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Nepal Undertakes Big 
Roadbuilding Program 


Plans for a comprehensive roadbuild- 
ing project in Nepal that would add 
824 miles of metalled, all-weather roads 
to the existing 250 miles have been an- 
nounced by the Development Minister 
of Nepal. The project, to be completed 
in the next 7 years, will cost an esti- 
mated 170 million rupees (1 rupee= 
US$0.21). 


Among the projected routes is the 
Jogbani-Dharan-D hank ut a-Taplijung 
highway in the east; another proposed 
road would connect Kathmandu with 
Dhankuta along Kosi. Nearly 79 miles 
of the projected road from Kathmandu 
to Raxaul in Upper Pradesh State have 
been completed with the help of Indian 
military engineers under the Colombo 
plan. 

Completion of this project will have 
considerable effect on the country, both 
economically and politically. Communi- 
cations between various points within 
Nepal now are practically nonexistent 
and any military movement of men and 
materials would be impossible without 
entering India and reentering Nepal at 
another point. Mountain passes are im- 
passable except by men carrying small 
loads, 


Loss Seen for BEA, Profit 
For BOAC in 1953-54 


British European Airways 
again operated at a loss in 1953-54, 
preliminary estimates of operations 
during the financial year ended March 
31 indicate. The net loss of £1,459,131 
recorded by BEA in the preceding year, 
instead of being cut by about one-third 
as company executives had predicted, 
appears to have been exceeded in 
1953-54. 

British Overseas Aviation Corporation 
(BOAC) estimates for the same fiscal 
period indicate that this corporation 
may emerge with a net profit, even 
after meeting all payments for interest 
on capital. In the preceding year, after 
taking into account returns from the 
disposal of aircraft and profit on the 
redemption of issued capital, it reg- 
istered a deficit of £364,343. 





(BEA) 





covered in courses on international ship, 
rail, and. bus transportation. 

Other subjects included in the tourist 
trade course are hotel and travel office 
correspondence and operation, world 
postal systems, tourist insurance, tourist 
trade law and statistics, foreign ex- 
change law, and international payments 
systems. 

Outstanding experts from the business 
and tourist trade will train the students 
in practical matters. The courses are 
open to foreigners. 





World Trade Week, May 16-22. 
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Air-India International proposes to 
start two new air services, from F.. 
bay via Calcutta, Bangkok, Hong 
and Tokyo and Bombay via Colombo 
and Singapore, according to the Deputy 
Communications of India. The tentative 
date for starting these routes is July 1, 
1954. 





Trans-Canada Air Lines for the thing 
successive year recorded a net surplus 
in 1953. However, the surplus was more 
than 50 percent lower than in 1952, The 
company in its 1953 annual report at. 
tributed the decline to the rise in oper. 
ating costs, which outstripped operating 
revenues by 30 percent, and to heavy 
expenses resulting from the new air. 
craft program. 





Brazilian International Airlines, the 
U. S. registered affiliate of Empresa de 
Transportes Aerovias Brazil, S.A, of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, has become one of 
the most important airlines in Brazil 
providing passenger and cargo services 
between the leading areas of that 
country, as well as to and from the 
United States via Miami, Fla. 





British Independent Air Transport 
Association members registered im- 
pressive gains in 1953. 

Traffic results on scheduled services 
offered by the British independent air 
companies belonging to this organiza- 
tion included ‘the following: 


Percent 
1952 1958 imeream 


121,938 238,673 95.7 
ecneouvenses 12,754 39,450 2006 


Passengers carried 
Freight carried 
(short tons) 





Far East Airline Group 
To Be Formed 


A Far East Airlines Association 
is to be formed, with the purpose 
of “providing an opportunity to 
the independent air lines of Asia 
to codrdinate policy and action on 
matters of mutual interest in or 
der that the aviation public may 
be better served,” the Hong Kong 
press has announced. 

The decision to form the asso- 
ciation was made at a meeting 
held by non-IATA (International 
Air Transport Association) car 
riers. Topics discussed at this first 
meeting of these carriers included 
rate policy, schedule policy, and 
agents. It was decided to hold 
future meetings in Hong Kong, 
Bangkok, and Calcutta, the three 
most centrally located cities. The 
next meeting is to be held at 
Bangkok. 
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— NEWS BY COMMODITIES 
9] | Oi Refinery Proposed | V+ 9+ Dental Instrument Imports Up 
For e eylon The dollar volume of U. S. imports’ extraction forceps, have shown a sub- 
s to of dental burs has remained fairly stantial increase in each year; in 1953 
Bom- Construction of an oil refinety constant since 1951, but imports of these imports were nearly a _ third 
<ong, in Ceylon to manufacture petro- dental instruments in general have in- greater than in 1952, and more than 
ombo jeum products from _ imported creased consistently, imports in 1953 seven times those in 1949. 
eputy erude oil for domestic require- being about a third higher than in 1952, Imports of dental instruments, other 
tative ments is being considered, accord- the highest preceding year. than burs, hypodermic needles, and ex- 
uly 1, ing to the Ceylon press. The proj- Imports of dental burs, stated in traction forceps, are shown, in dollar 
ect is reported to be sponsored by dollar value and percent of total, in value and percent of total, in table 2. 
the Shell and Anglo-Iranian Pe- 1949 through 1953 are shown in table 1. More than two-thirds of the dental 
third troleum companies. . . 
Bur imports from Canada and the instruments imported in 1953 came from 
airplus Ceylon does not produce crude United Kingdom in 1953 show a com- Germany, as they have in the past 3 
> the petroleum. Imports of petroleum bined decrease of about $75,000 from years. Imports from Sweden, which ac- 
: products in 1953 (in thousands of imports in 1952. However, this drop counted for 30 percent in 1949, fell to 
rt at- imperial gallons) were as fo&ows: was more than offset by the increases only 5 percent in 1953, considerably less 
Oper Kerosene oil, 19,682; aviation fuel, in imports from Germany and Switzer- than in 1952. Imports from Austria 
pes. 1,777; motor fuel, 38,853; loricat- land. Imports from the United Kingdom were negligible in 1949, but rose to 8 
3 oe ing oil, 1,202; other, 1. declined sharply in 1953 compared with percent of the total in 1953 and were 
: imports in 1952 and in the peak year, more than triple the imports from that 
1951. Imports from Switzerland ac- country in 1952. 
counted for a third of the 1953 total, Total imports of dental hypodermic 
s, the Yugoslav Petroleum ang were nearly double those of the needles in 1953 amounted to only $42, 
esa de preceding year. and imports of dental extraction forceps 
pent Industry Expanded U. S. imports of dental instruments, were valued at $41,739 in 1953; about 
Brazil Te Moecslay social plan for 1956 except burs, hypodermic needles, and a third less than in 1952, 
ervices amticipates a 30-percent increase in Table 1.—U. S. Imports of Dental Burs 
im the | mitput of crude oil, or a total produc- — “asi of ee ee 
tion of nearly 225,000 metric tons. More Germany ................. $196,649 63 $141,288 37 $272,367 41 $213,789 37 $253,296 43 
7 ‘ : Switzerland ............. 81,587 22 69,281 18 145,087 22 116,198 20 203,336 33 
intensive development of producing Canada ........ 5.268 1 30,686 8 74,591 11 143,485 25 99,654 16 
ansport | fields and expanded exploration are Denmark mmm a wae ae | a ee | 
d im- | limited by the scarcity of drilling United Kingdom’. 79.794 22 87.474 23 94.441 14 44,266 «8 12.57% 2 
equipment. CUS nes ee ee 5,843 1 19,690 3 1,504 6,799 1 
— The supply of petroleum and petro- Total ........... 375,109 100 385,067 100 665,161 100 580,595 100 774 100 
7 um products in Yugoslavia has been Table 2.—U. S. Imports of Other Dental Instruments 
—_ steadily expanded during the postwar Country of 1949 ~=~Per- 1950 = Per- 1951 =Per- 1952 ~=©Per- 1952 Per- 
period. Crude oil production in 1953 origin Value cent Value cent Value cent Value cent Value cent 
Ponst set a new record of 172,076 metric tons, Germany .............. . $18,680 42 $53,926 48 $97,699 67 445 69 $225,832 71 
— in f 136 ent over the AtStTER vn oe Fagin a7 7,015 3 25,014 8 
. ee OF tO perc ral United Kingdom. 7,91 i8 1860 i6 10619 “@ 1a 65 2109 7 
previous record of 151,537 metric toms Switzerland .......... 2, 6 9,422 8 15,628 11 14.408 7 17,164 5 
) 2086 in 1952. SWedCM oosccsssorssenseee - 13178 30 22,880 20 11,683 8 21,979 10 ee 
” Be ees 762 2° 6,465 6 4,360 3 9499 4 6,384 
——- Imports of crude oi] during 1953 Others cccccccccecsssssss ae ae. 2,079 2 6,262 4 4,564 2 4,940 2 
amounted to 454,448 metric tons, an Total 44,475 100 113,510 100 146,918 100 221,121 100 816,718 100 
up open of 43.7 rey the ys 
tons imported in 1952. Most of the ° ° of the Greek authorities granting un- 
crude oil imports came from Iraq. Gr eece Revises F il m limited flat royalty payments. 
ation The crude oil throughput in Yugo- ° @ Flat royalties may not be remitted 
rpose > refineries during 1953 totaled 585,- | mpor t Reg ul ations to sare protubtes er = pebas i. 
to tons, a 13.2-percent increase over . , ‘ sm. Vvolve n rele or e on 
"sia | | the 516,698 tons processed in 1952, In Revised regulations covering the im- ugh a first-run theater, but shall be 
on 08 1953 a pipe still for refining 300 tons of Portation and distribution of motion- emitted within 60 days of such exhibi- 
in or- rude oil daily and a cracking unit picture films were issued by the Greek _ tion. 
may with a daily capacity of 400 tons of Government through the Foreign Trade @ The foreign exchange allocation of 
Kong Gude oil residue were brought into poarq on March 17 $600,000 for royalty remittances to U.S. 
production at Bosanski Brod. A new : , film companies will remain in force, but 
vacuum pipe still, with an annual ca- _Heretofore feature productions of the for the remainder of the current fiscal 
— i : eight major U. S. producing companies : 
peting pacity of 60,000 tons of heavy oil, and g or U. ©. B , year remittances will not be made quar- 
tional 4 paraffin plant to produce 960 tons of Could be imported into Greece for dis- {.11,. they will be effected as soon as 
care Meraffin a year are expected to begin tribution only on a percentage royalty the periodic audits of the distributor's 
s first Werations at Bosanski Brod in 1954, basis. This limitation did not apply to books are completed by the Bank of 
juded the independent producers lacking ade- Greece. 
‘ iol U. 8. exports of inedible vegetable quate distribution facilities in Greece, @ Imported pictures of all types must 
” hold Moducts, except fibers and wood, de- The new regulations authorize im- be accompanied by a duly issued certifi- 
Kong, dined to $51.4 million in February 1954 portation both on a percentage and on cate of origin. 
three from $59.7 million in January, the Bu- a flat or outright royalty basis from all 
_ ‘The feau of the Census, U. S. Department sources, under the following general Burmese production of major oilseeds 
1d at of Commerce, reports. limitations: —peanuts, sesame, and cottonseed—in 
: decrease resulted principally @ The amount of flat royalties may 1953-54 is expected to be about 305,000 
lower exports of unmanufactured not exceed $4,000 per feature picture. short tons, or approximately the same 
—— cco, This change reverses an earlier decision as last year.—Emb., Rangoon. 
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Leather and Footwear Industries in Union 
Of South Africa Show Marked Improvement 


The leather and footwear industries 
in the Union of South Africa, encour- 
aged by the uptrend in hide and skin 
production and the steadiness and im- 
provement of the market in 1953, con- 
sider the outlook for 1954 bright. 

Shoe factories and tanneries are 
working at full capacity, and domestic 
supplies are plentiful. Anticipating fur- 
ther improvement in the production and 
marketing of hides, skins, leathers, and 
leather manufactures, the industry 
hopes the Government will make more 
imported materials available. 

Though domestic industries generally 
use nearly all the hides and skins pro- 
duced, exports increased in 1953 to 
SA£9,650,618 from 1952 exports of 
SA£8,171,105 .(SA£1—US$2.80). 

Considerable effort was made in 1953 
to improve the flaying and curing of 
hides and skins and to eliminate the 
tick menace, which is detrimental to 
cattle hides and calfskins. 


Leather Output High 

Tanneries in the Union operated at 
full capacity during 1953 and although 
the number in operation was the same 
as in 1952, production improved con- 
siderably. Labor conditions were ex- 
ceptionally good, and the number of 
workers increased in ‘1953 to about 
3,000 from 2,500 in 1952, 

Hide and skin consumption in 1953 
was estimated at 1,600,000 cattle hides, 
400,000 goatskins, 375,000 sheepskins, 
and about 26,000 calfskins. Comparable 
1952 data were 1,400,000 cattle hides, 
350,000 goatskins, 300,000 sheepskins, 
and 24,000 calfskins. 

Practically all the leather produced 
is used domestically, chiefly by shoe 
manufacturers. Railroads again _ con- 
sumed a large quantity of leather in 
1953, but the automotive industry, which 
used a considerable amount in 1952, 
purchased virtually none in the past 
year. Only the better grades of upper 
leathers are imported, as the local in- 
dustry supplies all other requirements, 
including sole leather. 


More Footwear Produced 
Footwear production increased to 18,- 
630,000 pairs in 1953 compared with 
15,347,000 in 1952, and 16,254,000 in 
1951. Production of leather shoes was 


as follows: Men’s and youths’, 5,768,000 


pairs; women’s and maids’, 6,927,000 
pairs; children’s, 1,759,000 pairs; and 
infants’, 817,000 pairs. Approximately 


65 footwear manufacturers were oper- 
ating in 1953. Port Elizabeth, still the 
center of the shoe trade, accounted for 
about one-third of the leather shoes 
produced. This industry employed some 
16,000 workers, about 40 percent of 
whom were Europeans. 

Estimates indicate that consumption 
increased from 0.9 pair in 1952 to ap- 
proximately 1.1 pairs in 1953. The in- 


crease resulted from greater use by 
more natives, 
Exports of footwear in 1953 were 


valued at SA£1,902,242 compared with 
SA£1,509,297 in 1952. 


New German Auto Assembly 
Plants To Be Established 


The manager of the Volkswagenwerke 
G. m. b. H. of Wolfsburg has announced 
an agreement with the Government of 
Brazil aimed at establishing a Volks- 
wagen assembly plant in Brazil. 

An assembly plant is to be set up 
also in Australia, where the German 
firm hopes eventually to assemble be- 
tween 5,000 and 6,000 automobiles a 
year. In addition, a small assembly plant 
is projected for New Zealand. 


—— 


U. S. Coffee Imports Rise in 
March, Drop From Last Year 


Raw or green coffee imports in March, 


according .to preliminary estimates, 
totaled 255,458,000 pounds valued at 


$157,900,000, the Bureau of the Census, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, has an- 
nounced, 

This estimated import figure is about 
2 percent above the February total of 
251,625,000 pounds valued at $140,292,000 
and about 14 percent below the figure 
of 295,777,000 pounds valued at $149. 
866,000 for the comparable month of 
last’ year. 

The Bureau states that these prelimi- 
nary estimates, which are subject to re- 
vision before inclusion in the monthly 
figures available at a later date, are be- 
ing released in view of the current in- 
terest in imports of coffee. 

Preliminary figures for U. S. imports 
of coffee for consumption in March, by 
principal countries of origin, are as fol- 
lows: 


Country of origin Pounds Value 
Raw or green coffee: 
Mexico 21,694,000 $14,522,000 
Guatemala 17,291,000 10,184,000 
El Salvador 14,339,000 8,977,000 
Colombia 60, 285, 000 37,043,000 
Venezuela 7,471,000 5,231,000 
Brazil 84,311,000 53,230,000 
Angola : 8,910,000 4,776,000 
All other countries 41,157,000 _ 23,937,000 
Tx al 255.458, 000 157,900,000 
Roasted or processed coffes 
Jamaica 10,000 8,000 
Mexico 98,000 72,000 
El Salvad 1,000 2,000 
Dominican Republic 300,000 238,000 
Total "409. 000 320,000 
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